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Upcoming Meetings
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This section contains listings for Phoenix Skeptics and TUSKS meetings.

Phoenix Skeptics meetings are normally held on a Saturday near the end of the month. Meetings start at 12:30 p.m. and
are held at the Jerry’s restaurant at 1750 N. Scottsdale Rd. in Tempe (south of McKellips).

December 17. SPECIAL TIME AND PLACE: Phoenix main library auditorium, Central Ave & McDowell at
Ipm . David Alexander will speak on “Why people choose to believe in miracles.” Mr. Alexander has done many
investigations of faith healing and is a consultant to the Committee for the Scientific Examination of Religion on the topic.
Mr. Alexander has been a professional magician, a private investigator, and is currently a publisher.

January 28. Normal PS meeting time and place. Erv Theobold, a Phoenix Skeptics member, will present the theory

of consciousness from the behavioral psychology point of view.

If you have a suggestion for a meeting topic or a guest speaker for the Phoenix Skeptics, contact Ted Karren at the PS address
or 993-2600. If you have a suggestion for a TUSKS lecture, contact Ken Morse at 881-4910.

August PS Meeting ’

See the article “Hipe-nosis” elsewhere in this issue for Jim
Lippard’s review of this meeting.

September meeting

by Michael Stackpole

Gary Mechler, an astronomer with the Kitt Peak
Observatory and Pima College in Tucson, spoke at our
September meeting on the subject of Astrology. His
presentation focused on two specific areas: the scientific
basis for Astrology and the reasons why people are
susceptible to belief in Astrology.

The scientific basis for Astrology, as was pointed out,
is non-existent. Astrology and Astronomy both had their
beginning in the work of Ptolemy (150 CE), and many
astrologers cling to this origin for the validity that they
suggest it gives to their work. Gary noted that since the
time of Ptolemy, the procession of the equinox means that
our sun-signs — determined by the constellation in which
the sun is found at our birth — are actually off by
approximately 30 days. He also explained that
constellations do not take up a uniform 30 degrees in the
sky and that Ophiuchus is a 13th constellation in which
the sun appears, but that this sign is not accounted for by
most astrologers. Astrologers practicing before the
discovery of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto managed to
reckon without accounting for their presence, though those
worlds, and their position within the Zodiac is now
counted as very important. (They were discovered in
1781, 1846 and 1930 respectively.) Another point that
was not mentioned, but is equally troublesome is the fact
that the position of the planets within the zodiac has an
effect on people regardless of the planet’s actual distance
from the earth at the time it has this effect. (Venus can be
anywhere from .28 to 1.72 AU from the Earth, yet its
effect does not vary at all as far as astrologers are
concerned.)

Gary noted, when turning to the reasons why
astrology seems to work, that it is easy for people to
remember the “hits” — times when the horoscope

. published in the paper is correct — than for them to

catalog all the times it has been invalid. He further
asserted that astrologers provide a less expensive
alternative to psychological counseling. They are able to
provide the feedback and validation needed to help their
clients through difficult times and choices. Many of the
astrologers are quite eamest in their work and, if ever
skeptical at all, come to believe in the veracity of
astrology if for no other reason than their string of
successes in helping their clients.

Summing up, Gary mentioned scientific testing of
Astrology. In all tests, the predictive and analytical value
of horoscopes proved to be no better than random chance.
In studies where subjects are asked to choose from among
personality profiles of themselves, including one generated
from their horoscope, the number of “hits” — correct
selection of the horoscope-derived profile — is no better
than random chance. In other studies, where profiles are
prepared using the exact opposite of what is indicated in
the actual horoscope, subjects rate the profile as highly
accurate. With horoscopes producing profiles that are very
broad in their definition, everyone can find something in
the description that makes them believe that the document
has actually been tailored to and fits them exactly.

October meeting

by Judy Sawyer

The topic was out-of-body experiences (OBEs). The
speaker was Janet Lee Mitchell, PhD, a parapsychologist
currently involved in researching gross phenomenon
(large-scale psi results as opposed to searching for
statistical anomalies). She is the author of the book “Out-
of-Body Experiences.”

Dr. Mitchell presented slides and details regarding Mr.
Ingo Swann, who claims to have had many OBEs.
During the discussion, Dr. Mitchell agreed that the
controls on the experiments done with Mr. Swann were
possibly lax and that he was not visually observed during
the testing to rule out possible duplicity.

One point of Dr. Mitchell’s talk was about the need
for funding of such research, and the necessity of being



6 The Arizona Skeptic

able to use “high-tech” equipment. This would be used to
discover how OBEs effect the physical world (i.e.
photographic film, energy detectors), working, of course,
on the assumption that such experiences do indeed occur.
Most of the members of the audience did not accept this
assumption, on the basis of a lack of reliable proof.

Dr. Mitchell also remarked that whenever
parapsychologists make initial suggested (positive)
findings, money runs out or further experiments are not
conducted.

Editor’s Ramblings

This is a very late newsletter. But it is here.

Time flies when you’re falling through the sky. I've
taken up skydiving — it seemed like a good way to keep
from having to do another newsletter. Seriously, though,
this is a smaller issue than normal, because I need to save
material for the next issue, which may be even smaller.
Please contribute! Letters to the editor, book reviews,
whatever.

I was disappointed by the tone set by some members
of our group during the October meeting. There was an
impasse at which it was clear we could not reach
agreement. Some felt that any further discussion or
audition was futile, except to try to reach such an
agreement. This would clearly have been nothing but a
waste of time. When the suggestion was made that we let
Dr. Mitchell carry on with her presentation, I was happy
to see that most of us settled down and continued in the
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exchange of ideas and information. This, after all, is the
purpose of our meetings. I hope that, in the future, more
of us will notice such situations earlier and help get the
meeting back onto track.

Michael Stackpole was on KFYI to present the
skeptical side of hypnotic regression to past lives. The
show came off very well, and the alternative explanation
was made to sound very reasonable. Mike was helped by
several glaring factual errors (found by his careful research
and some background info) and the amenable position of
the person causing the trances.

There was another Focus on You expo this year. I
missed it again, this time because I was in Chicago
attending the CSICOP conference. More about that in a
future issue.

About your mailing label — if it says v2nl, it means
either that you haven’t renewed or that we haven’t updated
onr database -~- and the previous issue was to be your last.

If it says v2n2, then, well, this is your last issue

-unless you’ve renewed. You with v2n3 should know what

that means.

Expect the next newsletter early in January — unless
I spend too much time between now and then by jumping
out of perfectly good airplanes...

The Arizona Skeptic is published bimonthly by the
Phoenix Skeptics and the Tucson Skeptical Society
(TUSKS). Editor is Ron Harvey.

The Arizona Skeptic is the official publication of the Phoenix Skiaptics, Phoenix Skeptics is a non-profit scientific and
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of science, logic, and common sense; 2. to act as a clearinghouse for factual and scientific information about the paranormal;
and 3. to promote critical thinking and the scientific method. Subscription rate is $16=pér- year. All manuscripts becomessthe
property of Phoenix Skeptics, which retains the right to edit them. Address all correspﬁntfé'nce to Phoenix Skeptics, P.O™Box
62792, Phoenix, AZ 85082-2792. CSICOP-recognized skeptic groups may reprint articles.in. entirety by crediting the uthor,
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Phoenix Skeptics. Opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors. . & '
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