










were on a. roll:
Our third coin '\\~ent into the slot and , by

this time J a small group of people had stopped
to watch these crazy people humming and
winning money. The wheels spun and we
hummed in unision. The song wasn't pretty,
but it worked and a seventeen coin fortune
spilled into· the tray. 'le all laughed and
cheered. prompting more people to stop and
watch,

The fourth coin only produced two in its
wake. and the fifth coin lost, so we decided to
quit. I split the money evenly between us and
came up with one odd coin, I polled ou.r group
as to what we should do with it, and Paul
suggested playing it on the Wheel of Fortune
not fifteen feet behind us, Bearing the coin
like a holy relic i I led my friends and our
considerable entourage (up to 15 people at
least) over to the wh.eel.

The Wheel of Fortune is a wall-mounted
wheel set with nails. As it spins a tongue of
wood at the 12 o'clock position slows it and
when the wheel stops, the tongue rests into a
slot that corresponds to the winning bet. The
odds varied} but the Tropicana slot was a iO-to­
1.longshot1 so I slapped the coin down on it,
The croupier wanted to know if we wanted to
place any other bets; but we were adamant­
the Tropicana and $1 was it.

We stood therewith our right hands
hovering above the coin. All four of us joined
our voices in a hum of such intensity that it
could be heard above the click-clack of the
Wheel spinning round and round, All eyes
watched the Wheel and} as it slowed} I located
the Tropicana slot. 3 o!clock, ~ 'clock} the
Tropicana slot cruised toward the bottom of
the circle, 5 o'clock, 6 and 7J it started the slow
climb up toward where our fortune would be
made, $40 for a lousy $1 bet. 8 and 9 1 the
Wheel slowed appreciably. I glanced at. Dave
and he at me J then we concentrated again on
the Wheel.

The Tropicana slot flashed past the 10
olclock position, and moved toward the zenith
that would make us rich. 11 came and wentJ

and my heart started pounding faster and
faster, as if soaking off the energy in the
Wheel in a metaphysical attempt to stop its
progress. The tongue clicked into the
Tropicana slot at the barest of crawls; then
looked as if it would pop back out again - my
heart was in my throat.

It didn!t,
It sto"rf'yoed
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H\1mming like foo1s.s we hit a. iO-to-l shotl
The cheers and laughter ,came from more

than just the four of us! Our disciples likewise
greeted our success with applause and
chuckles. Despite the croupier1s entreaties to
let him try to win the money back, we took
our winnings and walked away from the
table. No one followed us and 1 I am sure,s we
walked off into another one of those
apocryphal Las Vegas stories that no one will
believe - but e,reryonewill secretly wish
would happen to them.

On my honor as a skeptic, the incident
happened exactly as reported above. I should
add that we did blow another $5 in odd coins
on a roulette bet, but we retired with $14,25
for our 25¢ investment - enough to buy some
beer and a good dinner. Because there had
peen an eclipse that day, we christened
ourselves the Eclipse Circle and Dave figllred
out that in 5 minutes weld made a 5600%
return on our investment. That's decent
enough to interest even Ivan Boesky.

What do I believe happened? I honestly
cannot say I am certain. I think the slot
payoff was actually within normal limits for
Las Vegas. The machine is located at a
bottleneck in the Casino} so having it be a bit
looser than the other slots would make sense I

I have no problem with that part of the
experience I

The Wheel of Fortune} on the other hand J is
something else. Three solutions suggest
themselves, The first passes the test of
Occam's Razor very easily: we got It1cky, As
the saying goes: Even a. blind squirrel finds
an acorn once in a while, Lady LllCk or
coincidence smiled and we walked away
winners,

The second solution is equally attractive I

Here we had a group of 4 young people
having great fun within sight of the
croupier, We had a following! and they came
with us to the WheelofFortune. We were on a
hot. streak. The Casino! realizing they would
recoup any losses incurred by other
humming fools, could have let us win. While
this means the game was rigged in some way
- and that would be roundly denied by all
sorts of gambling officials in Las Vegas -the
chance of a fix cannot be tot.,ally discounted
either.

The last explanation is that) somehow .. we
did actually manipulate the Wheel through
the power of our minds. Recall that the four



of us were backed up by 15 or more people
watching us and hoping we would win. Sure~

no lig~ts dimmed and noone's watch stopped,
but I know I was feeling lots of hopes and
wishes as the Tropicana began its slow climb
to 12 o'clock. Dave has suggested that it never
had enough momentum to get all the way up
there. Did we give it a push ?

I . don't know. As an experiment}. the
conditions are utterly unreproducible so its
validity is all shot to hell. Anyone of those
above explanations works for me, and I must
admit the second strikes me as fitting mYi
feelings for Las Vegas in general. I .must also
note that by modern parapsychological
stand~rdsi. we must not· h.ave been using
pSYChIC powers beCatlSe we were able to
enrich ourselves - and all psychics kn.ow that
is not possible, powers cannot be used that
way, which is why none of them go to Las
Vegas to make themselves a fortune.

True, $14.25 is hardly a fortune. Also true
the experience was far from normal. Still, it
did happen. Anyone telling me that it did not
happen that way, or that I am mistaken i will
earp. my ire because, in short, I will be called
a lIar, For someone to show, with math or
statistics, that what we did was not that
unusual, or for someone to bring forwa.!'d a
Tropicana employee who can verify that the
Wheel was fixed,·that would constitute awhole
other level of proof that could easily explain
away .w~at seems to be a very mystifying
experIence.

Not everyone we deal with will look at a
simple answer to explain things. This is .1lot
because they are stupid, it is because they do
not have reason to CJuesVon what they believe
to be the truth. Condescension and ridicule of
their beliefs will only alienate them, a.nd turn
them from using their minds to ferret out the
truth in similar situations.

Besides. there may come a time when we
discover that solution # 3 was indeed the right
answer,

Un~il then, I apologize to any and all
skeptiCS who run across believers who saw
four psychics use their power to break the
bank at the Tropicana. Will wonders never
cease?
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Ealtoriar~18.[fierln~
Irs been nearly a year since we had a

newslet~er . out and, you might have been
wondertngwhy you d not heard from us in so
long. Contrary to the fears of some J the
Phoenix Skeptics had not collapsed. Ron
Harvey) the previous editor of this newsletter)
became increasingly involved in work that
took him out of Phoenix for extended periods
of time, He made the decision he would not
continue editing the newsletter; but his
s~lhedule prevented an easy transition. By the
tIme Ron was back in Phoenix on anything
approaching a consistent schedule} summer
had rolled around and I was hopping in and
out of town during the convention season.

By autumn we'd decided to produce the
Newsletter in a small format (of which this is
a double-sized example) and a larger size
w~ich will include all those articles you are
going to write for us. (Barring that, Lippard
and I will have to prattle on at you about all
sorts of things; or we!ll reprint articles from
other newsletters.) Judy Sawyer will be
editing our larger journal.

Despite the lack of a newsletter, we have
not been inactive. Wehave had our meetings
(the fir~tSaturdayof each month at 12:30 pm
at Jerry's on Rural between McDowell and the
Riverbottom in Tempe). Those of you who
missed the revelation of the CIA's psychic
commandos holding KBG out-of-body-going
agents at bay ~eally missed something,

Back during the summer. the East Valley
supplement to the Arizona Republic carried
an article on the Skeptics. On October 13th, a
Friday~ I appeared on the Barry Young show
on KFYI (910 am) to discuss superstitions, That
show; which Barry did from beneath a ladder J

ended with m.e breaking a mirror. (There was
a minor bit of bad luck involved - glass went
everywhere! )

I also became involved in writing a piece
that was included as a special appendix to the
Committee for the Scientific Examination of
Relgionls Satanism In America report, The
report puts in perspective the whole Satanism
Phenomena; including exposes; of some of the
right's more vocal leaders. The report makes
for good reading and as soon as the third
printing is complete, details of cost and how
to geta copy will be released.

I also just finished editing an anthology" of
skeptical articles for David Alexander's
Centerline Press. The anthology incltldes



articles c\.11led from all the newsletters put out
by local skeptical groups. The Phoenix
Skeptics contributed se,ren articles: three
each from Jim Lippard and me and one by Ted
Karren.

SOl where are we going from here? Well~ we
need to reco'v"er from a disk crash that trashed
our mailing list, The one from which we are
currently working was cobbled together from
an old list and some meeting sign-up sheets.
If you know anyone who has not heard from
us} please have them get in touch, Welre
running on· the honor system here: if the'y
say they were a member} we'll put them on
the list:

For the next couple of months we.'ll not be
worrying about membership dues .. We!ve still
got a limited amount of operating capital from
last year (not putting out newsletters saves
lots of money!), We'll be seeing}. as we get
publications in print J what it costs for us to
maintain the group. Eventually that little box
at the bottom of this page will be checked offJ

but when it is} we'll tell you what the dues
are. (We don't anticipate a rise above the $10a
year we've charged in the past} but printing
and postage combined with a more frequent
schedule might force a slight increase,)
What can you do?

Our cr;ring need) right now} is for articles}
book reviews and spotters, The first two items
are fairly self-explanatory. Articles don't
have to be as in depth asa Lippard OPUS.
Footnotes and sources are fine} but an article
can be nothing more· than your description of
having attending an event you think is of
interest to other Skeptics,

Book reviews are likewise welcome on all
sorts of. subjects.. Articles about skeptical
books are constantl)Twelc;ome,but a lool(/i.!lto
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85082-2792

Contact:
Michael Stackpole
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some whackoid stuff is welcome J too I Think of
as doing intelligence work .like James Bond,
As Jim's article in this issue points out; itls
important to point out the errors in a work
fairly so as not to alienate the great unwashed
out there.

Spotters are just folks willing to keep their
eyes and ears open for articles in the paper
or magazines of interest to the skeptics. We're
especially interested in articles about local
paranormal practioners. If we can weill get
those people in to speak at a meeting,·(Face it.
ha'v'ing us buy them lunch beats your paying
$25.00 to hear them talk.) If you do attend a
seminar/performance by someone, let us
knowia~out it. If. yeiregoing to tryto<~i!:!llg
some reason around and shed some light on
the truth, we've got to find the darkness,

We very much need articles that confirm
Qur predictions for 1990. We want to better
that .666 hit rate this year ,

Clippings} articles and reviews can all be
sent to the address listed below. Ifwe don't get
your helpl as I threatened before} Jim and I
will be forced to inundate you with more
articles. (By the way) articles critical. of o.ur
ideas are more than welcome. Weill take
critical thinking any way we ca-n getit.)

Anyway] ju~st when the forces of weird
thought it was safe to reenter the Valley)
we're back. 1990 is going to be lots of fun.
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

... ... "'Our February Meeting* ......
Dr. Hans Sebald of ASUwill be speaking

to us on Witchcraft .•·on"".<2"5F".february ....90 ....•...The
meeting will take place at Jerry's on Rural
between McDowell and .the river bottom in
Tempe. The meeting begins at6:00 pm. Come
hungry} we eat first and listen later.

o If an Xappears in this box} it's time for
you to pay dues.
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