

















preacher’'s "cure” for AIDS

Arizonans occasionally make the news in
other places for things concerning the
paranormal. Lyle Rapacki is one such
individual. And what a splash he made’

Lyle describes himself in promotional
material this way: "With training and
experience as a sworn police officer and a
background in political intelligence and
analysis, Lyle understands the difficult and
sensitive world of investigations. He has
applyed this traiing to the study of the occult.

Satan worship and associated movements in .

the United States.

“"Upon leaving the investigative field. Mr.
Rapacki returned to school receiving clinical
and medical training and credentialling in
the area of Medical Psychology. Pursuing a
private practice as a Christian counselor, Lyle
began to see patients who had suffered from
exposure to the occult and satanism Since
1982, Lyle has worked with and researched
the growing and multi-faceted problems of
Satan worship in America A consultantto law
enforcement and memebers of the criminal-
justice system nation-wide, Lyle provides
public presentations and workshops and
private consultations for those combatting
this diabolical attack "

According to the Anchorage Daily News
article of 14 December 19%0 “[{Alaskan]
Department of Corrections emplovees who
attended  Rapacki's Law  Enforcement
Awareness Seminar on Satanism and Occult
Crimes will not receive training points, said
Bill Parker, special assistant to the
commissioner.”

According to the article ".officials who
looked into speaker Lyle ] Rapacki's
background found that he was not qualified to
teach investigative techniques to law-
enforcement officers” Moreover, a state
investigator found. "Rapacki had perjured
himself in an Oklahoma trial where he served
as an expert witness on satanism, and that he
had publicly lied about the death of a teen-
age girl. In atelevised interview, Rapacki had
described her sacrificial murder at the hands
of Satanists. He later admitted that the girl
was not dead.”

The Phoenix Skeptics are in the process of
gathering more data about Mr Rapacki for a
future report. Rapacki's "ministry,” called
INTEL. is based in Flagstaff Any information
about Lyle, or the activities of anyone else
touting themselves a cult experts is welcome.

Who Are We?
by Michael A. Stackpole

From time to time, as the executive director
of the Phoenix Skeptics, I am asked “"What sort
of people do you allow into the Skeptics?” The
question comes in various forms from
members, potential members and the press in
an attempt to figure out who we are and what
makes us tick.

The question is logical. To outsiders who
enjoy hearing titillating stories about Bigfoot
or UFOs we seem like a humorless bunch who
try to quash what is so obviously silly To
members, the concern seems to be based in
wanting to insure that their trust in the
group will not be betrayed.

Most of you have not seen the charter of
the Phoenix Skeptics, but it defines very well
our purpose

The Phoenix Skeptics endorses the
principle that the scientific method is
the most reliaeble approach for obtaining
valid knowledge about ouvr world and
universe. However, the Phoenix Skeptics
does not endorse the ¢ priorsy rejection
of claims.

Later in the charter we claim to the rightto
subject paranormal. occult and fringe claims
to "tests of science, logic and common sense.’
We also resolve to act as a clearinghouse for
information and. as an organization, “to
promote critical thinking and the scientific
method.”

In short, we're interested in hearing even
the most outlandish claims and looking into
them. I think subjecting claims to the test of
common sense cannot be underestimated, but
following up with solid scientific or
evidentiary proof of our conclusions is vital
If not, we end up being no better than those
who make the groundiess claims we seek to
clarify.

More to the point of who we are the
charter defines what we want in form of
members for the Skeptics: _

Membership in the Phoenix Skeptics is
open to anyone in the greater Phoenix area
who shares [ow] concerns and objectives.
tlembers' views aw)r represent a broad
spectrum of beliefs on the possibility of
paranormal phenomena, from completely
impossidle to bhighly probadle. However,
all members should bhold in common the
principle that truth can be established
orly through rational dinguiry, while



misinformation, irrationalness, and fraud
can only block the way. tembership is open
to all persons regardless of race, sex,
ethric group, age, or religion.

That last sentence is very important
because we don't want to be a group that can
be easily dismissed with a label like Atheist,
or Fundamentalist or Mens' Club or radical
whackoid tree-hugging loonies The broader
the base of our membership. the broader our
acceptance within the community and the
easier it is for us to get our message out.

It is also important to note that members
are going to have differing views on bits and
pieces of the paranormal as the New Age is
not one item, but a legion of fringe
disciplines that get grouped under one
banner While I might think Cryptozoology is
neat and has produced some proof of weird
animals living in the wilds of Africa another
member can think it's all nonsense What is
important is that we all accept that only
through good solid scientific inquiry can we
discover the truth.

There is one caveat to all this' The Phoenix
Skeptics is mot a group that seeks to
investigate doctrinal matters based in
religion. We'll look into claims of faith
healing to verify or deny them and the same
goes for claims of Cult crimes, but no further.
Even CSICOP spun off the Commitiee for the
Scientific Examination of Religion to handle
questions of theology. Those with interests in
this direction are quite welcome to form a
group for that purpose, but we've got our
hands full with enough whackoes as it is now.

“I don't know,” is a far better answer to a
question about the paranormal than a

blanket, “Nope, no way is it possible” We
would be untrue to our principles if we said
in each and every case, that UFOs have not
landed on Earth. Instead we can say that in
each and every case investigated in a
thorough manner. a mundane explanation
has been found for the UFO phenomena As
for the other cases. either evidence is
insufficient for investigation or we are
unable to explain what happened.

Contrary to the opinions of some people. to
admit we cannot explain everything is not a
defeat for reason and good sense. Instead we
are avoiding the trap so many of our foes fall
into. Accepting our ignorance reminds us
that we are questers after the truth not its
sole guardians

It gets tough sometimes I recall, in a radio
debate, an expert on astrology saying to me,
"Clearly you know nothing of astrology so -
how can | have a discussion with vou” 1]
cannot recall my reply. but I wish it had
been. "If you know so bloody much, how come
you can't answer the simple questions
someone one as ignorant as me can ask?”
When pressed, that expert admitted that he did
not know what made astrology work but he
Lnew that astrology drd work.

What is important about the Phoenix
Skeptics is that we all agree that we want
more proof that an “experts blanket
assurance” that something exists before we
buy what is being said We seek to understand
what is behind unusual claims That unity in
purpose is why we've come together. Other
differences of opinion, background and views
are unimportant when we hold dear the
desire to put claims to the test of reason
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