










this or that hypothetical entity. there is no
ground for assuming it," In short; t.he
solution that comes with the least amount of
extra nonsense attached is best.

This principle applies ver)T well to the
study of the paranormal. Take. for example)
the case of a haunted house. The people living
there report all sorts of strange noises}
especially after the sun has gone down, There
is a story about the house that say's someone
was murdered in it about 30 years ago and the
current residents feel the noises are because
of the ghost of that ,,~ictim. .

To explain the noises, the reSIdents ha,"e
said a ghost exists in the house This means i de
facto ,~"e hav·e se\teral things assumed that
ma'V or ma'v not be valid a55umptions To have
a ghost ,ve'have to agree that people can exist
ori" in a spirit form after death. We also. in thJ~
case, ha'v'e to agree that a death took place In
the hO\lSe Moreo·ver., we hav'e to assume that
this spirit form is capable of creating
phlr~ical effects (so\lnds) and is at,tempting to
communicate or disrupt the famIly 1n some
wav". TIle reasoning behind this last point
leads to a "Thole ne,\\T list of assumptions} and
so it goes,

The application of Occam's Razor helps
clear out extraneous material What are we
looking for in tllis hOtlse? We are looking for
the source of strange sounds at night, Could it
be that the sound5 are just natural i caused b}~

the house!s cooling at night (since that is
",·hen they are reported)? Could it be that the
residents. being relative!}" ne\\;" to the house,
just ha've not gotten used to the sounds so are
seeking a llSOl\.ltion l

' to something that is not a
problem? ...

Instead of hunting a ghost, which reqUires
us to accept as fact a bun ch of h'y'pothetical
postulates we can search for a solution that .is
more practical, It is interesting to note that in
some cases! people who are in over their
heads in terms of mortgages or leases have
used the incidence of a "haunting" to try to
break their lease, Banks and landlords fro,\\"n
on this sort of nonsense, but it does happen.

Of course} it is true that the simpJest
solution is not always correct, The beauty of
the scientific method is that once we have a
possible solution, we test for it and see if it
works. In the case of our haunted house; "te
might make recordings of the noises for a
whole year and compare the noises as the
seasons change. If the ·noises sta}"t consistent
while the warming/cooling cycle speeds up
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and slows down; we ha,re to find another
solution to the problem.

But that's okay' we've never maintained vte
know the answer to everything - just that we
have a way to find the answers, or eliminate
the improbable answers,

Editorial Blathering

We missed getting a February" issue out
because of a technical problem and ,\\."e are
trving to put out a O1on'l1~r~nev.Tsletter .•~s a
re'sult ","e ~Tant to keep it shorter and more
timely than vlhen ~"e ,,:'ere doing a larger; bi­
monthly newsletter. To this end, s~~e short
articles would be ,rery vlelcome- 2000 ""rords
or less. (That's 8 ty'ped, double-spaced pages
on a normal type~"triter) If y-OU ha'v'e a
computer we can make arrangem~nts,so the
articles don It hav·e to be ret)~ped JIm Lippard
and I '\\rrite unforgi,~abl}" long ...

An article on the Phoenix Skeptics
appeared in the Arizona Business Gazette on
23 February 1990 It was writte~ b'y Paul
Schneider and giv'es a good O'7er\:lev.~ on the
group. It runs two whole page5 and. among
other t.hings, mentions ~ome of our
predictions for 1990

On 8 ~1arch 1990 I appeared as a guest on
t.he Jami ?vlcFerren radio sho"\\~ on l:TJ.~R Her
sho'\\~ runs from midnight to 4 am, but I ~~a-~

onlv there from 1-3 am. Those of you '\\Tho
remember Jami from KfYI might have .gained
the impression that she was a dyed-ln-the­
wool, crystal-toting, Ne"\\:·-ager, Sorry to
disappoint you. but she's too intelligent to be
sucked into bu,,"ing this dri'v'el - and
mistaking good inler,tie'\\" techniques for
collaboration is something ","e Skeptics ,v·ould
do well to watch out for,

The sho,\\"went very" ,veIl. We managed to
keep the tone light while we discussed th~ngs
from Channeling and Ramtha to WhItley
Streibel' and local psychics, Right in the
middle of the show, in response to a caller, ,\\'-e

did have a discussion about the. need for
critical thinking. I was given more than
ample time to make my points and Jami'5
questions and comments directed me tD
explain things fully. .

We do ha,re the sho'\\~ on tape, as "tell a5

taped copies of other radio shows done loca.l1y-.
If you want copies, send us - or at a meeting
give me - 3 c-90 or c-l00 cassettes and $2 for
postage and I will fill your tapes with ,,~arious

programs, including the exposure of a local



preacher's 'Icurefl for AIDS
Arizonans occasionally make the news in

other places for things concerning the
paranormal. Lyle Rapacki is one such
individual. And "\\yhat a splash he made'

Lyle describes himself in promotional
mater~al this '''ay: l'With training and
experIence as a sworn police officer and a
backgr.ound in political intellige!lce and
analysIs, Lyle understands .the difficult and
sensitive world of in'v·estigations.< He has
applyed this traiing to the study of the occult.
Satan worship and associated mO'v'ements in
the United States.

HUpon lea''-ing the in,restigative field, ~1r,

Rapacki .r:'eturne~ i? school receiv"ing clinical
and medIcal tra~nlng and credential1ing in
th: area of 11ed1cal PS)tchology.Pursuing a
prrv'ate practice as a Christian counselor, Lyle
began to see patients who had suffered from
exposure to the occlllt and satanism Since
19~2, L}~le has worked with, and researched
the growing and multi-faceted problems of
Satan ~,rorship in America. A consultant to lavl
~nf?rcement and memebers of the criminal­
Justl~e system nation -'\\'"ide. L)rleprov-ides
PU!'llC presentat~ons and workshops; and
prlvateconsultatlons for those combatting
this diabolical attack. 1I

~ccording to the Anchorage Daily" Ke~~s
article of 14 December 1989. 'I[Alaskan)
Department of Corrections emplov-ees who
attended'> Rapacki's La,\\1 Enforcement
Awareness Seminar on Satanism and Occult
C~imet: will not reseive training points, said
Bill Parker} special assistant to the
commissioner,1;

According to the article, .. ,..officials. "'po
looked i.nto speaker Lyle J. Rapacki's
backgro~ndfo.und. that he wa-<\ not qualified to
teach 1nv est1gatlve techniques to law­
enforcement officers.!' ~1oreover a state
i~vestig~tor found, "Rapacki. had' perjured
hlmselfm an Oklahoma trial ,\\7'here he served
as a.n expert witness on satan ism , and that he
had publicly li~~ about the death ofia teen­
age g~rl. In a tele\rised interview, Rapacki had
~escrlbedher sacrificial murder at the hands
of Satanists. He later admitted that the. girl
was not dead.!!

The ~hoenix Skeptics are in the process of
gatherIng more data about ?\1rRapacki for a
future .report, Rapacki'suministr}~,"cal1ed

I1\TTEL. 15 ba5ed in flagstaff. An)1 information
abo~t L)"le l or the activities of anyone else
toutIng themselves a cult experts is welcome.
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Who Are We?
by J\.Iichael A. Stackpole

From time to time, as the executive director
of the Phoenix Skeptics, I am asked "'What sort
of people do you allow into the Skeptics?1I The
question comes in variolls forms from
members, potential members and the press in
an attempt to figure Ollt who we are and what
makes us tick.

The. question is logical. To outsiders who
enj)oy hearing titillating stories about Bigfoot
or IJFOs" we seem like a humorless bunch ,,;rho
try to quash what. is so ob\~iousl)~sill}· To
members, the concern seems to be based in
wanting· to insure that their trust in the
group will not be betrayed.

Most of you ha'\~e not seen the charter of
the Phoenix Skeptics, btlt it defines very well
our purpose

The Phoenix Skeptics .ndorses the
principle that the scienti.fio method is
the Most r.li..bl. approaoh :for obt..inirag
valid knowledge about our 910rld a.nd
u:niverse. However I the Phoenix Skeptics
does not endorse the ~ Pl-.Z:012· re j eotion
of claims.

L~ter in the charter we claim to the right to
sub.lect paranormal. occult and fringe claims
to fltests of science, logic and common sense."
\V'e also resolve to act as a clearinghouse for
information and, as an organization.. Hto
promote critical thinking and the scientific
method. il

In short, we're interested in hearing e'\~en

the most outlandish claims and lookin ~ into
them. I think subjecting claims to the test of
common sense cannot be underestimated, but
following up with solid scientific or
evidentiary proof of our conclusions is vital.
If not, we end up being no better than those
who make the groundless claims we seek to
clarify.

More to the point of who we are, the
charter defines what we want in form of
members for the Skeptics: .

tfembership in the Phoenix Skeptios is
opeI'a.to/ anyoM ... in the gr...t.r Phoenix ..rita.·
"~{~~'~:r~~(our] concerns and objeotives.
~('~~~f'y.:.~~W$ -.~ r.pr.sent a broad
~~!~~~umR;,~eti.ets on t~ possibility ot
par...norme.l / ·p~nom.na. J from oompletely
impossible to highly probable. However I

1.11 members shouJ.d hold in common the
principle tha t trlJ.th carL be established
oru..y through rational inquiry I while



misin1ormation l 1rrationalness J and fraud
oa.n only block the· way . Membership is open
to ..11 ~rsoras rt'qardlttss 01. rao. i sex J

.thnio ;roup I ~ge J or religion.
That last sentence is ,rery' important

because 'We don't Vlant to be a group that can
be easily dismissed with a label like Atheist.
or Fundamentalist or !vlens' Club or radical
whackoid tree-huggin g loonies Th.e broader
the base of our membership. the broader our
acceptance within the commtJnity. and the
easier it is for us to get our message out.

It is also important to note that members
are going to hav'e differing vie~~s on bits a.nd
pieces of the paranormal as the New Age is
not one item.. but a legion of fringe
disciplines .that . getgtoUped ·Ul1der . <6ne
banner. While I mightthink Cr'yptozoolog)1 is
neat and has produced some proof of weird
animals li'v"ing in the "\\~ilds of Africa another
member can think it's all nonsense \\~hat is
important is that '\\-e all accept that only
throllgh good solid scientific inquiry can we
disco,7er the truth,

There is one ca'''eat to all this' The Phoenix
Skeptics is not a group that seeks to
in'v'estigate doctrinal matters based in
religion, We'll look into claims of faith
healing to verify or den}'" them and the same
goes for claims of Cult crimes: but no.further ..
Even CSICOP spun off the Committee for the
Scientific Examination of Religion to handle
questions of theology- Those with interests in
this direction are quite vlelcome to form a
group for that purpose , but weive got our
hands full with enough whackoes as it is now.

ttl don't kno"\\:J IJ is a far better answer to a
question about the paranormal than a

blanket i ftNope, no "la)" is it possible, II We
would be untrue to our principles if v:-e saicL
in each and ever}'case J that LTfOs have not
landed on Earth. Instead we can sa)" that in
each and e\?,er\rcase investigated in. a
thorough manner. a mundane explanation
has been found for the UFO phenomena .~s

for theot.her cases. either evidencels
insufficient for investigation or we are
unable t.o explain '\llhat happened,

Contrary to the opinions of some people, to
admit we cannot explain e,~er)~thing is not a
defeat for reason and good sense, Instead '\ve
are avoiding the trap so man}~ of our foes fall
into. Accepting our ignorance reminds us
that .wearequesters after .the truth, not its
sole gllarclians

It gets tough sometimes. I recall, in a radio
gebate, an expert on astrolog'y sayping to me,.
"Clearly you know nothing of asttOlogy"so­
how can I have a discussion with vou?'" I
cannot recall my reply, but I '\\"ish~ it had
been. Ulfyou kno,\\}' so bloody' much ho"'- come
you can It anSVler the simple questions
someone one as ignorant as me can ask?J}
When pressed. that expert admitted that he did
not know what made astrology work. but he
J:neJl" that astrolog)~ dJdwork.

What is important about the Phoenix
Skeptics is that we all agree that ,,~e '\\~ant

mo~~ proof that an ':expert 5 blanket
assurance" that something exists before we
buy lIO;hat is being said. ir1'e seek to underst:and
what is behind unusual claims. Thatunit)~~ll
purpose is why we1ve come together. Othe'r
differences of opinion; background and ,"ie"\\~s

are unimportant when we .hold dear the
desire to put claims to the test of reason

Phoenix Skeptics
Box 62i92
Phoenix} AZ 85082-2792

Contact:
Michael Stackpole
(602) 231-8624

D If an Xappears in this box, it's time for
you to pa}'" dues
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