










what is and is not science. (Yet neither Quinn
nor Laudan are creationists. Laudan states
that &I if any doctrine in the history of science
has ever been falsified, it is the set of claims
associated with 'creation-science.lI& Quinn
writes that '''creation-science' is, at best, not
just bad science; it is dreadful science"')

While some exchanges of articles between
Ruse and Laudan are printed, Ruse
unfortunately decided not to respond to the
final salvos of Laudan and Quinn. This leaves
the reader with the impression that they are
correct and that Ruse has surrendered. Yet
while I think both Quinn and Laudan make
excellent points against Overton's line of
argument, I think their case against a
"criteria for demarcation" is overstated. If, as
both Quinn and Laudan admit, one can make a
distinction between "goodscience" and "bad
science," why cannot one also make a
distinction between "science" and I: non­
science"? It seems that once IIbad science ll

gets bad ef1o\.Jgh~ there is no point in even
calling it science. But perhaps, on the other
hand. they simply believe that the boundaries
of science and non-science are fuzzy (perhaps
overlapping) ones in which every claimant to
the title of "science" does not necessarily
have any single characteristic in common with
all other such claimants.

This seems plausible, but even such a
position does not necessitate abandoning use
of the term "scientific, U as Laudan would have
us do. Such fuzzy boundaries seem to be
present in many "natural kind il terms, yet
that does not make these terms any less
useful. And, getting back to the question at
hand~ it appears to me that creationism does
not satisfy any reasonable definition of
uscience." even allowing for fuzzy boundaries.
In effect, Laudan is arguing that because not
all birds fly and have wishbones, and because
otllercreatures fly, It makes no sense to say
that a dog is not a bird. Ibeg to differ.

July Meeting
by Ion Hac1'ey

Around a dozen people gathered on July 7
to hear James McGaha. of TuSKS (the Tucson
Skeptics) speak on the topic of HAstronomy: A
SkePtic's Toot", which he gave at the most
recent CSICOP conference in Washington, D.C.

Mr. McGaha described his efforts over the
past couple of years of using. an individual's
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curiosity of the sky to introduce them to the
idea of science and scientific thinking. He
suggested that perhaps skeptics are winning
battles against nonsense, but perhaps are
losing the war, a result of what could be
deemed overkill or bashing. Science hasn't
been doing a good job of explaining the world
because, as it gets more complex, the depth of
understanding needed by the average person
is well beyond what they learn in schools.

Through astronomy, which can be taught on
an introduct.ory level with just a telescope and
night sky, individuals can be introduced to
the scientific method and critical thinking.
Not .only is amateur astronomy an intriguing
and rewarding hobby, but it leads to
understanding data. that directly opposes the
tenets of astrology - one the most widely
accepted of pseudosciences. It also provides a
grounding in information that can help in
investigating UFO phenoolena.

Mr. McGaha correctly noted that through
teaching critical t.hinkitlg we put the tools
necessary for skept.icism in the hands of the
people. Once that is accomplished,
practitioners of the pseudo-sciences will have
a much harder time spreading their nonsense.
and our jobs will be much easier. Astronomy
is an entertaining and enlightening subject to
help teach those lessons.

Editorial Prattle

It's almost August and our re-enlistment
rate is soolething a.kin to only .50% of the
members on our olailing list. If you have an X
in the box below and do NOT send in your
dues check, this will be the last. issue of the
Arizona Skeptic you Vt1rlll get.. Weld love to be
able to carry everyone for free, but our dues
are figured to support the newsletter on a 1: 1
ratio. so free issues are not really something
we can do at this time.

t also want to note, if you do not send in
your dues, I will be purging your address
from our mailing list. As it is I have a whole
bunch of addresses for preachers and New Age
establishment.s t.hat I might send a list of
names to. (Actually getting mail from these
places,when not. t.ot.ally chilling, is kind of
fun.) Consider yourselves warned...

Once again we need articles for this fine
journal. Had June not. involved a lot of trips
for me, and if I had actually had articles. we



migtlt tl8.Ve had a June newsletter. Articles
should be fairly short: 1.000 - 2,000 words.
(For you non-writers, that means a text file
with ',000 - 10,000 characters or ~-8 double­
spaced, typed pages with a 1 inch margin all
the way around.) Anything longer than that
becomes difficult to publish on our shoestring
budget.

Oh, at our July meeting, three people forgot
to pay their tab for lunch. One person has
called me and promised to pay the Skeptics
back. Irs about $.5 per forgotten tab, so if you
can't remember if you paid o:r not, talk to me
in August.

The Return of Scapegoa'ts
by

Michael A. Stackpole
Scapegoats are making a comeback. "Way

back when, before reason reared its ugly little
head. scapegoats were a popular way of
ridding yourself of curses. Assume you'd
angered one or more of the gods. You find a
sacrifice, conduct a ritual that strips your
name from YOU and attaches it to the animal.
and kill the animal. *Poof* Any guilt or wrong
doing attached to your name or your soul
would be gone with your sacrifice.

Now, in this day and age of technology an.d
reason, scapegoats are coming back, and
coming back with a vengeance. Whereas they
originally could expunge guilt and sins, now
they can do much more: they can also make
YOU/ivery rich. A law suit being resolved in
Reno, Nevada points this out very clearly.

Back on December 23, 198;, two young men,
James Vance (19 at the time) and his best
buddy Ra.ymond Belknap ( 17 xears old) were
Yes, I want· to renew my membership to the
Phoenix Skeptics. I have checked off my class
of membership below, and I have enclosed a
check made out to The Phoenix/ Sk~etics for
the appropriate amount. I realize that If I don't
rene\\T ~y membership by June 1 I will be
dropped from the mailing lists and the Phoenix
Skeptics will do nothing to help me if I get
kidnapped by aliens.

[] Single MemberShip: $1~.50 ayeat.

[J Couple MemberShip: $20.00 ayea:r.

IJ Philanthropist Membership: $100.00 a
year. (Wen, we can hope!)
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kicking back at Belknapls home. They listened
to the Judas Priest album "Stained Class,"
trashed Belknap's room, then went to a school
yard and attempted to kill tbemselves.
Belknap managed to tuck a shotgun beneath
his chin and end his life. Vance just managed
to blow off the bottom of his face. He survived
for three more years.

Their parents have filed suit against Judas
Priest and CBS Records alleging that
"subliminal messages" on "Stained Ctass"
prompted the boys to commit such a horrible
act. They and their attorney have lined up
experts who claim to have located subliminats,
some of which are "satanic:' on one cut from
the album.. As tar as they ...... and many folks
who've .oot had an independent thought since
Eisenhower left office - are concerned. heavy
metal rock and roll has yet claimed two more
innocent victims.

The judge in the case allowed prosecution to
go forward because, in his opinion.
subliminals are not protected by the First
Amendment. This ludgement is quite possibly
correct. but the case itself will hinge UDon
whether or not sub timinals are present on the
album and. if so, what effect they could
possibly have on these two boys. Said
subliminal expert Wilson Bryan Key, "As far
as I'm concnerned, Isubliminals in the songs
are] iust another example of corporate
willingness to do anything they can to make a
buck. n

Before everyone starts bashing big, bad
corporations, there are some other factors that
need to be looked into in this case. And it
should be noted here that l"ve never 1istened
to~ or felt inclined to listen to ant Judas
Name.· ..... _

Address..- _

City,State:------------­

ZipCode:------------

Phonenumber(optional): _
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Priest r so what follows should not be seen in
any way as a fan defending tlis musical
messiahs.

Both Vance and Belknap had a history of
physical parental abuse. They were
considered disciplinary problems at school
and, in fact, dropped out after 10th grade.
They drifted from job to job and \lr"ere known to
have used LSD~ speed, cocaine, marijuana and
alcohol. On the day they chose to kill
themselves, though neither of them was of
legal age, they consumed beer at Belknap's
house and smoked pot.

It should also be pointed out that the
weapon t.hey used to kill t.hemselves was a
"sawed orf shotgun." That is a weapon that is
decidedly illegal to possess ormanufact.ur~e.

What must have been their home environment
that they could find such a thing in a place
handy enough to blow their brains out with it?

Without a doubt, both of these young men
fit the pattern of being drug abusing loners -
the sort of individuals who slide into the
Center for Disease Contrors teen suicide
template as if it were tailored exclusively for
thenl, The "Yonder is not that the)! committed
suicioe. but that. no one noticed the sOft. of'
tailspin they were in before hand.

l\·1oreover. had tliey been female. the chances
are very good they would not have succeeded
in their attempt. Teen male suicides are very
good at selecting very lethal means for suicide
and are 10 times more successful at it than
their female counterparts.

Should someone sue God because of the
victim's gender?

The question of subliminals and their
effects is really a moot point. That album
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undoubtedly sold hundreds of' thousands of
copies, yet these af'e the otil}l two suicides
linked to it? Trying to shift responsibility for
tliese deaths to Judas Priest is akin to blaming
the actress Jodie Foster for a lunaticls attempt
to kill President Reagan. Of course the
difference here is that with Judas Priest there
is money to be won, money that will go to the
abusive parents of these dead youths.

Scapegoats have al,\vays been popular, and
probably always witl be with us because they
relieve us of our responsibility. If Judas
Priest is found guilty, the parents are
absolved of their negligent and abusive
treatment of their sons. It would be a pity f'or
that to happen, and 1l.Ot because it might put a
damper on some olner artist ~ so-mewnef'e';'" v.

sometime expressing himself artistically.
No, it would be a pity because parents

everywhere who need to accept responsibility
for their children can look at this decision
and surrender. And then, after some tragedy
that could have been prevented occurs, they
wilt reap a reward for their irresponsibility.

Meeting Announcement
OUf August ~fccting will. be held on

Saturday, September 8 at 12:30 in the
·emoon at the Jerry's Restaurant on

cottdalelRural Road between McKellips and
the Ri,,'cr bottom. The September proRram is a
video presentationii,~eallod'~t2>,~ Psye~ic
Confession." Thelrogram was P\ut togetl1~r
by a journalist an psychitrl?;9~~unker named
Dan Korem. Though the~\f~seis0f~;m the ea.~ly

1980s, the presentatio~>'js:?y:;;~ 'fg:bJ~inpointing
out both research techniq'ues·'andtthe reasons
for actually debunking New Age nonsense.

r-1 If an X .ppears in this box, itls time
I.-J for you to pay dues.
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