

















might have had a June newsletter. Articles
should be fairly short: 1,000 - 2,000 words.
(For you non-writers, that means a text file
with 5,000 - 10,000 characters or 4-8 double-
spaced, typed pages with a | inch margin all
the way around.) Anvthing longer than that
becomes difficult to publish on our shoestring
hudget.

Oh, at our July meeting, three people forgot
to pay their tab for lunch. One person has
called me and promised to pay the Skeptics
back. It's about $5 per forgotten tab, so if you
can't remember if you paid or not, talk to me
in August,

The Return of Scapegoats
by
Michael A. Stackpole

Scapegoats are making a comeback. Way
back when, before reason reared its ugly little
head, scapegoats were a popular way of
ridding yourself of curses. Assume vou'd
angered one or more of the gods. You find a
sacrifice, conduct a ritual that strips your
name from you and attaches it to the animal,
and kill the animal. *Poof* Any guilt or wrong

doing attached to your name or your soul
would be gone with your sacrifice.

Now, in this day and age of technology and
reason, scapegoats are coming back, and
coming back with a vengeance. Whereas they
originally could expunge guilt and sins, now
they can do much more: they can also make
you .very rich. A law suit being resolved in
Reno, Nevada points this out very clearly.

Back on December 23, 1985, two young men,
James Vance (19 at the time) and his best
buddy Ravmond Belknap (17 vears old) were

- Yes, I want to renew my membership to the
Phoenix Skeptics. I have checked off my class
of membership below, and I have enclosed a
check made out to The Phocnix Skeptics for
the appropriate amount. I realize that if I don't
renew my membership by June 1 I will be
dropped from the mailing lists and the Phoenix
Skeptics will do nothing to help me if I get
kidnapped by aliens.

Single Membership: $12.50 a year.

D Couple Membership: $20.00 a ycar;

Philanthrolpl)ist Membership: $100.00 a
year. (Well, we can hope!)

kicking back at Belknap's home. They listened
to the Judas Priest album “Stained Class,”
trashed Belknap's room, then went to a school
vard and attempted to kill themselves.
Belknap managed to tuck a shotgun beneath
his chin and end his tife. Vance just managed
to blow off the hottom of his face. He survived
for three more vears.

Their parents have filed suit against Judas
Priest and CBS Records alleging that
“subliminal messages” on “Stained Class”
prompted the boys to commit such a horrible
act. They and their attorney have lined up
experts who claim to have located subliminals,
some of which are “satanic,” on one cut from
the album. As far as they - and many folks
who've not had an independent thought since
Eisenhower left office — are concerned, heavy
metal rock and roll has vet claimed two more
innocent victims.

The judge in the case allowed prosecution to
go forward bhecause, in his opinion,
subliminals are not protected by the First
Amendment. This judgement is quite possibly
correct, but the case itself will hinge upon
whether or not subliminals are present on the
album and, if so, what effect they could
possibly have on these two boys. Said
subliminal expert Wilson Bryan Key, “As far
as I'm concnerned, {subliminals in the songs
are] just another example of corporate
willingness to do anything they can to make a
buck.”

Before everyone starts bashing big, bad
corporations, there are some other factors that
need to be looked into in this case. And it
should be noted here that I've never listened
to, or felt inclined to listen to an udas
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Priest. so what follows should not he seen in
any way as a fan defending his musical
messiahs,

Both Vance and Belknap had a history of
physical parental abuse, They were
considered disciplinary problems at school
and, in fact, dropped out after 10th grade.
They drifted from job to job and were known to
have used LSD. speed, cocaine, marijuana and
aicohiol. On the day they chose to Kkill
themselves, though neither of them was of
legal age, they consumed beer at Belknap's
house and smoked pot.

It should also be pointed out that the
weapon they used to kill themselves was a
“sawed off shotgun.” That is a weapon that is
decidedly illegal to possess or manufacture,
What must have been their home environment
that they could find such a thing in a place
handy enough to blow their brains out with it?

Without a doubt, both of these young men
fit the pattern of being drug abusing loners —
the sort of individuals who slide into the
Center for Disease Control's teen suicide
template as if it were tailored exclusively for
them. The wonder is not that they committed
suicide, but that no one noticed the sort of
tailspin they were in hefore hand.

Moreover, had they been female, the chances
are very good they would not have succeeded
in their attempt. Teen male suicides are very
good at selecting very lethal means for suicide
and are 10 times more successful at it than
their female counterparts,

Should someone sue God because of the
victim's gender?

The question of subliminals and their
effects is really a moot point. That album

‘afternoon at the Jerry's

undoubtedly sold hundreds of thousands of
copies, vel these are the only two suicides
linked to it? Trving to shift responsibility for
these deaths to Judas Priest is akin to blaming
the actress Jodie Foster for a lunatic’'s attempt
to kill President Reagan. Of course the
difference here is that with Judas Priest there
is money to be won, money that will go to the
abusive parents of these dead youths.

Scapegoats have always been popular, and
probably always will be with us because they
relieve us of our responsibility. If Judas
Priest is found guilty, the parents are
absolved of their negligent and abusive
treaiment of their sons. It would be a pity for
that to happen, and not because it might put a
damper on some other artist somewhere; -
sometime expressing himself artistically.

No, it would be a pity because parents
everywhere who need to accept responsibility
for their children can look at this decision
and surrender. And then, after some tragedy
that could have been prevented occurs, they
will reap a reward for their irresponsibility.

Meeting Announcement

Qur August Mccting will be hcld on
Saturday, September & at 12:30 in the
Restaurant on
Scottdale/Rural Road between McKellips and
the River bottom. The September program is a
video  presentation called Psychic
Confession.” The program was put together
by a journalist andP psychic debunker named
Dan Korem. Though the case is from the early
1980s, the presentation is-valuable in pointing
out both research techniques and the reasons
for actually debunking New Age nonsense.
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If an X appcars in this box, it's time
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