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tend to find the old school of Henry Morris-style
creationists to be an embarrassment, and rightly so.
Ralph Epperson, I am afraid, is a particularly bad
example from the old school.
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allows deaf people to hear, or somehow bypasses part or
parts of the ear to allow hearing. Mr. Stine has written
on technology and future space development, including
a long series of “The Alternate View” columns for
Analog, and the books The Third Industrial Revolution
and The Space Enterprise. He has also written science
fiction , some of it as Lee Correy. -- Ron Harvey

Our February meeting will take place on February
2nd, 1991. The topic of this meeting is not available at
the time of this printing, but, as per usual, it will be
spectacular. (As always, if you or someone you know
has a presentation you believe would be of interest to
our membership, please let Ted or Mike know.)

. Our meetings are held at the Jerry's Restaurant at
12:30pm on Scottsdale/Rural Road between McKellips
and the river bottom, usually on the first Saturday of
the month. For more information, Mike Stackpole can
be reached at 231-8624.

Meeting Announcements

Our January meeting will take place on January 5th,
1991. Speaking will be G. Harry Stine on the topic of
the Neurophone, which I remember reading about, but
can no longer find a reference for. As I recall, it is an
invention for which claims have been made that it
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Editorial Prattle

A whole host of things have been happening with
the Phoenix Skeptics since the last issue of this
newsletter. I apologize for its tardiness. We had a dearth
of articles for a bit, then some came in at the same time
I had to finish a novel. Writing for a living makes one
someone less inclined to write as a hobby. Luckily, if
articles keep coming in, I won't have to do so much,
which will make the publication more regular. (Being
published by us won't help a drive for tenure or put you
in line for a Nobel, but you'll have the Skeptics'
undying gratitude and that counts for a whole lot.

I was invited to speak to the Phoenix Chapter of the
American Atheists back in September. I gave them my
“Satanism in America,” presentation. This led to an
invitation to give the same talk at ASU in a
presentation sponsored by the Student Atheists. The
ASU talk was covered by both the State Press and the
Tempe Daily News. The Tempe Daily News article, in
turn, led to a two hour stint on KFYT on Thanksgiving
morning.

It is rather odd to spend the momning of a national
holiday talking about the hoax that is the Satanic
Conspiracy scare, but the show went very well. I was
on with Brian Donnelly as he filled in for Barry Young
and Bob Mohan during the 8-10 am slot. There were a
certain number of religious individuals who wanted to
know what our religious affiliations were, but Brian and
I both pointed out that what we believed was
unimportant. We were discussing facts and claims that
could be proven or disproven.

One caller noted that “without God we could not
have Truth.” I challenged that assumption by pointing
out that the sun would be a solar fusion reactor no
matter if you believed the sun really was Apollo in his
chariot or not. Reality, or the truth that underlies the
universe, has nothing to do with belief, unless, of
course, one is going to maintain that “reality” itself is
merely the product of a belief system.
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December Meeting
by Ron Harvey

Long-time Phoenix Skeptics member James Speiser
spoke about recent UFO developments and
controversies. He is a founder of ParaNet, a world-wide
network of computer bulletin boards devoted to
discussions of paranmormal topics. He has spoken to
PS meetings in the past and we hope he’ll continue
appearing before us. His interest in tracking UFOs and
alleged sightings began when he was nine years of age.
His position on UFO sightings is that most are able to
be given prosaic explanations, but that there are many
unexplained sightings which deserve our attention. He
does not claim that Little Green Men are responsible for
these events. He has complained in the past that his
position is too skeptical for most UFO believers, and
too much like a UFO believer for most skeptics.

The talk began with the Gulf Breeze, Fla. s1ght1ngs
and described the history and the devastating effect it has
had on UFO organizations. The current situation was
compared to a civil war--some believe strongly that
these sightings were real, others believe equally
strongly that they are a hoax. Some out to prove that
there was a hoax seem to have been caught engaging in
fraud themselves. Ed Walters, the photographer, first
denied personal responsibility, and then slowly
acknowledged his involvement. The culmination (so
far) is his recent book on the subject.

Also mentioned were the recent Belgian sightings, in
which F-16s were scrambled to respond to radar blips,
and both planes reportedly “locked on” to something
which subsequently disappeared. There is amateur
videotape of this sighting (which looks like your
average hoax), and also some military-made footage.
Speed of the object varied from “hovering” to 1000
mph, and there are hundreds of reported sightings.

Jim also showed us a videotape which he recently
received which came from a Japanese TV program. The
footage was made by an amateur tracking an object way
off in the distance. The focus/picture then gets jumpy
and when it clears the camera has zoomed in on the
object. There is a soundtrack of the cameraman and his

. family speaking (in Japanese, unfortunately).

There followed a discussion of the attitude of various
members in the audience towards UFCs in general, and
what kind of evidence should be presented before it
should be deemed “interesting” to skeptics (or the
general public). Is it necessary for Little Green Men to
land on the White House Lawn (or at the United
Nations) for us to care? What kind of photographs or
videotapes would be acceptable? Aren’t ones that are
too fuzzy just too fuzzy, and the clear ones deemed
obvious fakes?

More interestingly, is one still a skeptic? Or has
one turned dogmatic. We hope that Ed Howell will
give a talk in the future about types of skepticism, or
the philosophy of belief, or some similar topic.
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