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Next Issue
The March/April issue of The Arizona
Skeptic will feature reprints of Max Singer’s
“The Vitality of Mythical Numbers” and Julian
Simon’s “Truth Almost Extinct in Tales of
Imperiled Species.”

Upcoming Meetings
The Phoenix Skeptics will meet at the Jerry’s
Restaurant on Rural/Scottsdale Road between
McKellips and the river bottom, with lunch at
12:30, on February 1. Meetings are on the first
Saturday of each month except where it conflicts
with a holiday.

The Arizona Skeptic is the official publication of the Phoenix Skeptics and the Tucson Skeptical Society (TUSKS). The Phoenix
Skeptics is a non-profit scientific and educational organization with the following goals: 1. to subject claims of the paranormal,
occult, and fringe sciences to the test of science, logic, and conimon sense; 2. to act as clearinghouse for factual and scientific
information about the paranormal; and 3. to promote critical thinking and the scientific method. The contents of The Arizona
Skeptic are copyright © 1992 by the Phoenix Skeptics unless otherwise noted. Reprinting of material in this publication with
Phoenix Skeptics copyright may be reprinted provided that The Arizona Skeptic and the author are provided copies of the
publication in which their work is reprinted. Address all correspondence to the Phoenix Skeptics, P.O. Box 62792, Phoenix, AZ
85082-2792. Submissions for publication in The Arizona Skeptic may be sent to Jim Lippard, Dept. of Philosophy, University of
Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85721 or electronically to LIPPARD@RVAX.CCIT.ARIZONA.EDU. All manuscripts become the property of
the Phoenix Skeptics, which retains the right to edit them. Subscription rate is $12.50 per year.
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information; all organizations (including A.A.)
are imperfect; and all organizations (including
A.A)) need to listen to their critics in order to
maintain their vitality.

Terry Sandbek, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist
in private practice and Director of Psychological
Services for CPC Sierra Vista Hospital. He is
one of the five original founders of the Bay Area
Skeptics and is founder and current president of
the Sacramento Skeptics Society. He is also a
member of the Society of American Magicians,
the Sacramento Valley Astronomical Society,
and the Sacramento Valley Symphonic Band.

To order the book, call 1-800-356-9315 for
credit card orders or send $11.95 (includes
postage and handling) to Upper Access, Inc.,
P.O. Box 457, Hinesburg, VT 05461.

Reprinted with permission from BASIS, Newsletter of
Bay Area Skeptics, August 1991, pp. 1-2, 6, 8.
Copyright © 1991, Bay Area Skeptics, 1742 S. Grant
Street #3, San Mateo, CA 94402.

Articles of Note

Associated Press, “Biosphere’s Holiday Meal,
Gifts Come on Winter Solstice,” The
Arizona Republic, December 25, 1991, p.
B4. Describes the Biospherians’ holiday
meal, and points out that Space Biospheres
Ventures has admitted to pumping in fresh
air from the outside to replace 10% of the
Biosphere 2’s atmosphere—while denying
that this invalidates the “experiment” or that
it was done to counter rising CO» levels.

Kenneth Auchincloss with Ginny Carroll and
Maggie Malone, “Twisted History,”
Newsweek 118(December 23, 1991):46-49.

Discusses historical inaccuracies in Oliver

Stone’s new pro-conspiracy theory film,
JFK.

David Gates with Howard Manly, Donna Foote,
and Frank Washington, “Bottom Line: How
Crazy Is It?”, Newsweek 118(December 23,
1991) 52-54. Dlswsms the. plausibility of
JFK assassmatl@mcongpuaciy theories.

Ray Girvan, “Corny Fractals” (letter), New
Scientist 131(14 September 1991):62.
Explains how to use thrée people and a rope
to make a Mandelbrot set “crop circle.”

Nicholas Lemann, “The Case Against Jim
Garrison,” GQ 62(January 1992):68-75.
How the real Jim Garrison is different from
the Garrison depicted in the film JFK.

Roger H. Ressmeyer, “Trouble in Paradise,”
Air & Space (December 1991/January
1992):54-65. Describes some pros and
cons of the Biosphere 2 project... -

Jeffery L. Sheler with Joannie M. Schrof, “The
Creation,” U.S. News & World Report
111(December 23, 1991):56-64. Good
article on the conflict between religion and
science over creationism, focusing on battles
within religious denominations. Duane
Gish of the ICR and Berkeley law professor
Phillip Johnson are quoted on the creationist
side; Davis Young, Howard Van Till,
Langdon Gilkey, and others on the
evolution side.

John "Maynard Smith, “Flight of the

Bumblebee,” Nature 347(25 October
1990):719. In this article, Smith reports on
research he did as an undergraduate to
measure the airflow from the wings of
tethered hoverflies—which was rejected by
the Journal of Experimental Biology around
1950. There apparently was (contrary to
what was stated in the article “Frank
Baranowski: Promoter of the Paranormal,”
AS, March/April 1988, pp. 1-3) some
controversy at the time about how bees
flew, since calculations seemed to indicate
their energy efficiency would have to be
near 100%. Smith’s research found that the
velocity of the jet of air from hoverfly wings
was about 1/3 the expected value, but the
area of the jet significantly greater. Air
viscosity results in the insects’ wings
pushing “a larger volume of air than its
small wing span might suggest.”

Lord Zuckerman, “Creations of the Dark,” New
York Review of Books 38(9, November 21,
1991):45-49. Reviews three books on crop
circles and argues that their promoters have
ignored the hoax hypothesis, despite their
claims to the contrary.

December Meeting
At the December, 1991, meeting, we created all
of the predictions contained in the lead story of
this issue.

January Meeting
We were treated to part of a videotape of a
1970s called "Beyond Belief", and it was. In
the first demonstration, yogurt was shown to
exhibit the emotion of hunger.

There was also a short clip from TV about
crop circles and the two men who claim to be
responsible for many of them.

Those who hung around after the meeting
saw Michael Johnson's catapult lobbing ping-
pong balls.



