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Some people have supposed that
earthquake frequency and intensity have
been increasing significantly in recent
times, and that this is fulfilling
prophecy. This is an illusion caused
lately by more frequent detection of
earthquakes (more seismographs with
greater sensitivity). (p. iv)

He goes on to point out that there was a peak in
global earthquake energy release between 1952 and 1965,
and that the 1989 global energy release will be only
about a tenth of the amounts of those peak years. Yet
even though he engages in this debunking, he still
concludes that earthquakes should be understood as
fulfilling the divine purposes of “judgment, deliverance,
and communication.”

It is pleasing to see something approaching a
debunking issued by the creationists (also see
“Dissension in the Ranks of the Institute for Creation
Research,” AS, February/March 1990).

Notes

* John Rand notes that the Jehovah’s Witnesses New
World Translation of the Bible makes this verse sound as
though there are simply observers of the earthquake in
the cemeteries who then go into the city, and other
Watchtower Society literature claims that the earthquake
simply opened up graves and revealed dead corpses. This
interpretation is not supported by any reputable
translations.

QUAKE DAY - Minus 7
By Mike lJittlov
It’s 1:47 a.m., 9/15/92, and we just had a little rock &
roller in Hollywood. It’s probably a good time to bring
this up, without

:@ ALARMING EVERYONE!!! :@

An 8.3 (-/+.5) earthquake is being predicted to occur,
between now and September 22, 1992, and epicentered
within 100 miles of Palm Springs, California. Lest you
Northerners think you’re home-free, there’s a 7.8 (-/+.4)
scheduled for Sonoma County, by September 28th. And
a 7.1 for San Diego, by October 14.

This information comes from Gordon-Michael
Scallion, a clairvoyant living quite safely in faraway
New Hampshire. Scallion publishes a newsletter, and
therein has reportedly been quite accurate in predicting
the recent Florida hurricane, and other natural
disturbances.

I have seen his new “Future Map of the United
States.” It’s 22x34, in color, with the new coastline all
the way to Denver, plus lots of new islands, and even the
resurfacing of Atlantis just east of Miami. (Hey! Our
old family deed might be worth something!) Needless to
say, this is quite impressive and should be hanging in
everyone’s bunker or shelter. It includes Early Warning
Signs, Migration Regions, Political Changes, Weather
Insights, and more—all this for just $11.95. “Not Sold

in Stores, Available only through the Matrix Institute,
RR1 Box 391, Westmoreland, NH 03467, 603-399-
4916.”

I’m sending for mine, today. Hopefully it’ll arrive
before the postperson has to deliver it by rowboat.

Can’t say I'm entirely unhappy about all this. My
ex-business partner (who played the evil, slimy,
embezzling, sociopathic producer in my movie) is
secretly living in Arleta. Only seven more days, and he
could be 50 feet under sea-level.

Those of you located near the epicenter/shoreline
could probably give any house-cleaning a rest, for a
week. Might be depressing to do all that work, just to
have a collapsing roof mess it up.

Let the count-down begin.

Mike Jittlov directed, wrote, and starred in “The Wizard
of Speed and Time,” a 1988 feature film adapted from his
short subject of the same name. This no longer timely
article was originally posted to the alt.fan.mike-jittlov
and sci.skeptic Usenet newsgroups.

New Skeptical Group/Magazine
A new skeptical group, the Skeptics Society, has formed
in Los Angeles. They publish a quarterly magazine,
Skeptic, the first issue of which has just come out. It
features a tribute to Isaac Asimov by Steve Allen, Harlan
Ellison, and Martin Gardner, “A Skeptical Manifesto,”
and the text of an address by James Randi given at
Caltech, among other articles.

A one-year subscription to Skeptic is available for
$30 from Skeptics Society, 2761 N. Marengo Ave.,
Altadena, CA 91001, (818) 794-3119.

Upcoming Meetings

The Phoenix Skeptics will meet at the Jerry’s Restaurant
on Rural/Scottsdale Road between McKellips and the
river bottom, with lunch at 12:30 on the first Saturday
of each month except where it conflicts with a holiday.

The October meeting speaker will be Peter Lima on
the search for the historical Jesus; the November meeting
will be for collecting predictions for 1993.

Articles of Note

Fortean Times Issue 64 (August/September 1992)
contains articles about the Filipino who (falsely)
claimed to be a pregnant hermaphrodite, waterspouts
and seiche waves, the “Alternative 3” life on Mars
and the moon hoax, more UK allegations of Satanic
Ritual Abuse, and much more.

Richard A. Kerr, “The Lessons of Dr. Browning,”
Science 253(August 9, 1991):623-633. Reports on
the widely disseminated Missouri earthquake
prediction of self-taught climatologist Iben
Browning. Browning predicted that the New Madrid
Fault would be responsible for a major quake on
December 3, 1990, which created somewhat of a
panic but failed to occur. One of Browning’s
supporters, David Stewart, director of the Southeast
Missouri State University Earthquake Information
Center, with a Ph.D. in geophysics, had previously
promoted California psychic Christa Bernhardt’s
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prediction of a 1975 earthquake in Wilmington,
North Carolina, at a nuclear reactor site (Stewart
opposed its construction). That quake also failed to
occur. Stewart was then denied tenure at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and
subsequently moved to Missouri. (See sidebar,
“Will the Fourth Time Be a Charm?”, p. 625.)

Jay Mathews, “The Big One,” The New Republic
207(July 27, 1992):26,28. Corrects misinformation
about a supposed “megaquake” hitting California in

" to see if humans can make “r

” crop circles, with a
$5,200 prize for the winner. The Wessex Skeptics
declined to enter,.but twelve others did, some
producing impressive results. (One of the judges,
however, claimed that none of them were quite as
good as the “real” thing.) The winners were a team
of three design engineers from the Westland
helicopter company who used a rope, plastic piping,
and a ladder suspended from a trestle. The first
runner-up was Jim Schnabel, an American working

the future. on his Ph.D. in sociology of science at the

“Circle Hoax Contest,” Science 257(July 24, 1992):481. University of Bath. Schnabel was the only
A news report on a crop circle making contest contestant to work alone, and he did so using only a
sponsored by The Cerealogist and Rupert Sheldrake plank, some rope, and a garden roller.

The Arizona Skeptic is the official publication of the Phoenix Skeptics and the Tucson Skeptical Society (TUSKS). The Phoenix
Skeptics is a non-profit scientific and educational organization with the following goals: 1. to subject claims of the paranormal,
occult, and fringe sciences to the test of science, logic, and common sense; 2. to act as clearinghouse for factual and scientific
information about the paranormal; and 3. to promote critical thinking and the scientific method. “The contents of The Arizona
Skeptic are copyright © 1992 by the Phoenix Skeptics unless otherwise noted. Material in this publication with Phoenix
Skeptics copyright may be reprinted provided that The Arizona Skeptic and the author are provided copies of the publication in
which their work is reprmted Address all correspondence to the Phoenix Skeptics, P.O. Box 62792, Phoenix, AZ 85082-2792.
Submissions for publication in The Arizona Skeptic may be sent to Jim Lippard, P.O. Box 42172, Tucson, AZ 85733 or
electronically to LIPPARD@CCIT.ARIZONA .EDU. All manuscripts become the property of the Phoenix Skeptics, which retains
the right to edit them. Subscription rate is $12.50 per year. Editor: Jim Lippard. Production: Ted Karren.
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