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has on display “man-track evidence” (imitative carvings),
as well as “out-of-order” fossils such as a “hammer in
Ordovician stone” (a 19th-century miner’s mallet), human
bones in “Cretaceous rock” (apparently due to a Utah
“cave-in" 250 years ago), a “fossilized Cretaceous human
tooth” (a fish incisor), and a “fossilized female finger”
(an iron oxide nodule).3 Unfortunately, the CSICOP
group did not have the opportunity to visit this
“museum” (imagine a group of skeptics showing up
there unannounced!); the reason was somehow
appropriate: it is closed on Sunday morning.

Notes

1. See Ron Hastings, “The Rise and Fall of the Paluxy
Mantracks,” Perspectives on Science and Christian
Faith 40(3, 1988):144-155.

2. See Ron Hastings, “New Observations on Paluxy
Tracks Confirm their Dinosaurian Origin,” Journal
of Geological Education 35(1987):4-15.

3. See Ron Hastings, “For Your Information: A
Creationist Blunder Table,” Bulletin of the Houston
Geological Society (June 1992):39-41.

Richard A. Crowe is an Associate Professor of Physics

and Astronomy at the University of Hawaii at Hilo (HI,

96720).

The End of Crop Circles?
By Chris Rutkowski
In the latest issue of The Crop Watcher (#12,
July/August 1992, pp. 3-4), a circlezine from England,
editor Paul Fuiler has this to say:
Even the paranormally-inclined
cerealogists have admitted that 1992
produced fakes galore, with few
prepared to stick their necks out and
claim that a single (NB!) British circle
qualified as “genuine.” In some ways,
this restrained response could be
construed as an over-reaction to last
summer’s hoax revelations, but in
reality the awful truth has dawned on
cerealogists everywhere—that most
modem crop circles really are man-
made hoaxes and that if there ever was
a “genuine” phenomenon in the first
place it has now been utterly swamped
by a smokescreen of wishful thinking
and media-inspired mythology. Sad
words indeed but a fact which most
researchers now seem to be accepting
with some reluctance.

Later on, Paul notes that “leading cerealogists accept
that they have lost the crop circle battle and that it is
time to flee the sinking ship.” A number of cerealogists
are said to be emigrating to the USA!

As for the remaining “meteorologically-caused”
circles, Terence Meaden, that theory’s main proponent
has now stated that “Anything other than a simple circle
is definitely a hoax.” and he has now restricted the
number of “genuine circles” to “fewer than a dozen a

year.” Paul further notes: “It remains to be seen
whether Meaden’s meteorological theory can survive
such trauma.”

Later in the issue, there appears a map of England,
showing the locations of “Known Crop Circle (Groups
of) Hoaxes.” I can’t reproduce it here, but to give readers
a flavour for what’s on it, the editor notes that “there are
so many known hoaxers that we couldn’t squeeze them
all in!” Good old Doug and Dave, who got all the
publicity, are on there with their small number of
formations.

In North America, we know that Rob Day [a
Canadian skeptic —Ed] made a few hoaxed circles in
Alberta, a farmhand was caught by my colleagues and 1
in Manitoba, and at least one set of hoaxers admitted to
some circles in the American midwest.

So, we wonder, echoing Paul Fuller:

Is cerealogy (or, to quote some, “crop

circle mania”) finally DEAD? ‘
Chris Rutkowski is a Science Educator for the Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada and an Instructional
Designer and a Photographic Laboratory Curator at the
University of Manitoba. He has published numerous
articles on UFOs (see AS, July/August 1992, p. 6 for
some references to his work). This is a slightly revised
version of an article posted to the Usenet sci.skeptic
group on September 21, 1992.

Next Issue
The January/February issue of The Arizona Skeptic will
feature the Phoenix Skeptics’ predictions for 1993, part
two of the report on the Dallas CSICOP conference, and
more.

Upcoming Meetings
The Phoenix Skeptics will meet at the Jerry’s Restaurant
on Rural/Scottsdale Road between McKellips and the
river bottom, with lunch at 12:30 on the first Saturday
of each month except where it conflicts with a holiday.

Articles of Note

Steve Fishman, “Hunting for a Miracle,” Health 6(1,
February/March 1992):38-46. On alleged miracles
at Lourdes—how the number has declined as
scrutiny is increased.

Stephen S. Hall, “Cheating Fate,” Health 6(2,
April/May 1992):38-46. On spontaneous
remission.

Jim Moseley, “Beckley Does It Again!” Saucer Smear
(November 1, 1992):3. Reports on Tim Beckley’s
“National New Age & Alien Agenda Conference”
held in Phoenix, at which Jerry Wills played guitar
in an impromptu rock session. Wills, whose story
as a UFO abductee was reported in the pages of this
newsletter (AS, July/August 1988, p. 3), now
claims to have been one of the aliens who crashed
and died at Roswell, New Mexico, but was
reincarnated as a human. (See also Robert Sheaffer’s
“Psychic Vibrations” column in the Skeptical
Inquirer, Fall 1991, p. 33.)
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Bob Saltzman, “A Disease Called ‘The Sound,”” Harper’s

285(October 1992):28-29. An excerpt from an
article in the July 9 Taos News about a 17 Hz hum
which has been disturbing Taos residents.

Brian Siano, “Bad Satan Psycho-Juju: False Memories,

Jon

Broken Families, Child Sacrifice, and the New
Satanic Panic,” Philadelphia City Paper (October
23, 1992):10-12. The “Skeptical Eye” columnist
for The Humanist writes about the False Memory
Syndrome Foundation, the exposure of phony ex-
Satanists Mike Warnke, John Todd, and Laurel
Wilson (“Lauren Stratford™), and claims of Satanic
Ritual Abuse.

Trott and Mike Hertenstein, “Selling Satan: The
Tragic History of Michael Warnke,” Cornerstone
21(#98, 1992).7-9, 11-14, 16-17, 19, 30, 38. Mike
Warnke travels the country billing himself as a
former Satanist high priest turned Christian
comedian. He is the author of the 1973 book The

Satan Seller, which played a major role in spawning
the recent hysteria over satanic ritual abuse, human
sacrifice, and other conspiratorial activities. The
Christian magazine Cornerstone tracked down his
friends and family and discovered that his story is a
fabrication. The August 17, 1992 issue of
Christianity Today also reported parts of the story.
This exposé follows Cornerstone’s earlier exposure
(in 1990) of Lauren Stratford’s book Satan'’s
Underground.

Jay Grelen, “Christian Comedian Set to Close Doors of

Troubled Ministry,” Lexington (Kentucky) Herald-
Leader, (September 30, 1992):C13. Reports that, as
a result of the Cornerstone exposé, Word Records
has suspended sale and promotion of Mike Warnke’s
13 comedy records and two videos, some bookstores
have ceased selling his books, the IRS has revoked
his ministry’s tax-exempt status, and his ministry is
shutting down.
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