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drug ketamine to produce OBEs without mentioning the
rather serious warnings which accompany that drug’s
description in the Physicians Desk Reference. A future
column by Epstein will include some comments on
skeptical computer forums by Jim Lippard. (The JSE is
available for $30/year for the first year, $40/year for each
year thereafter from JSE, ERL 306, Stanford University,
Stanford, CA 94305-4055.)

Suitbert Ertel and Armo Miiller have analyzed the
data from the French skeptics’ “Mars effect” replication
study, and conclude that it shows the correlation between
the position of Mars at time of birth and sports ability
predicted by the late Michel Gauquelin. (See “Editorial
Note Regarding the ‘Mars Effect,”” AS, May/June 1992,
pp. 6-7.) Claude Benski of the French CFEPP and Jan
Willem Nienhuys of the Dutch Stichting Skepsis are
expected to produce their own analysis of the data in the
near future; this analysis is expected to be negative.
(This replication study was agreed to by CFEPP and
Michel Gauquelin in the French science magazine
Science et Vie way back in October 1982, and the data
had been collected by June 1990. It was because of the
long delay that Ertel and Miiller obtained the data from
CFEPP and did their own analysis. The “Mars effect”
has been studied by the Belgian Comité Para (in the late
1960’s), CSICOP (in the late 1970’s), the French
CFEPP (1980’s to present), and the Dutch Stichting
Skepsis (1990’s). Of these groups, the Comité Para,
CSICOP, and CFEPP did their own replications. The

Belgians replicated the effect while CSICOP did not—

but Ertel’s reanalysis of CSICOP’s data, published in the
Winter 1992 Skeptical Inquirer, casts some doubt on
that, and Ertel is continuing to examine some puzzles in
the CSICOP data. The explanation offered by the
Comité Para for their replication was falsified by an
experiment proposed by CSICOP Fellow Marvin Zelen
conducted by Gauquelin, by other analysis by Gauquelin,
by analysis by ex-CSICOP Executive Council member
Dennis Rawlins, and by unpublished work by the
Comité Para itself. The Dutch skeptics have suggested
various explanations in terms of selection bias, but a full
explanation of the “Mars effect” anomaly is still
awaited.)

The February 1993 Spy magazine (p. 19) reported
on apparent vital mythical numbers (see Max Singer,
“The Vitality of Mythical Numbers,” AS, March/April
1992) from the Centers for Disease Control. Spy
pointed out that news reports from October 1, 1985 to
present have given the number of HIV infections in the
United States as one million—despite claiming (New
York Times, October 1, 1985) that “the total may be
climbing by 1,000 to 2,000 per day.” While this
number was definitely mythical in 1985, it may not in
fact be mythical today. Spy’s article may be misleading
because newspapers tend to report the highest number in
a range of possibilities and neglect to give any
information about confidence limits. Further, the
accuracy of projections has improved over the last eight
years—the initial projections were a bit high. For
instance, in 1986 the Public Health Service’s AIDS
experts projected a cumulative total of 270,000 AIDS

cases (as opposed to HIV infections) by the end of 1991,
with 179,000 deaths (according to Randy Shilts, And the
Band Played On, 1987, St. Martin’s, p. 586). The total
number of AIDS cases in the United States reported to
the CDC by the end of 1991 was 199,516, with 133,233
deaths (HIV/AIDS Surveillance, January 1992). The
most recently reported U.S. figures, for the end of 1992,
are 244,939 cases of AIDS and 171,890 deaths
(HIV/AIDS Surveillance, January 1993).

This will be the last issue of AS edited by Jim
Lippard. A new editor is still being sought. Any
volunteers?

Upcoming Meetings
The Phoenix Skeptics will meet at the Jerry’s Restaurant
on Rural/Scottsdale Road between McKellips and the
river bottom, with lunch at 12:30 on the first Saturday
of each month except where it conflicts with a holiday.

Books of Note

(Books listed here may still be reviewed in depth in
future issues of AS. Submissions of reviews of these
books are, in fact, encouraged.)

Richard Broughton, Parapsychology: The Controversial
Science, 1991, N.Y.: Ballantine, 408pp. Probably
the best popular overview of the evidence for psi to
date. Highly recommended for skeptics, but be
warned that Broughton frequently overlooks
skeptical criticisms of the evidence he presents (e.g.,
the Summer 1989 Skeptical Inquirer criticism of
Zhang Baosheng). He also uncritically cites Ron
McRae’s Mind Wars, overlooking Philip Klass’s
Spring 1984 SI critique. (McRae has since
confessed to making up much of his research for
columnist Jack Anderson and making up many of
his stories, in the June 1992 issue of Spy
magazine—see “Articles of Note,” AS, May/June
1992.) Especially recommended: the account of the
late Charles Honorton’s ganzfeld research on pp. 99-
114 and the description of the debate between
Honorton and CSICOP Executive Council member
Ray Hyman on pp. 285-288.

John Crewdson, By Silence Betrayed: Sexual Abuse of
Children in America, 1988, N.Y.: Harper & Row,
267pp. A detailed but relatively unsensational
account of the extent and nature of child sexual
abuse in the United States. Crewdson, a Pulitzer
prizewinning journalist for the Chicago Tribune
who broke the story of Robert Gallo’s nondiscovery
of the HIV virus, unfortunately fails to take
seriously the possibility of suggested false
memories, leading to his endorsement of even some
rather unbelievable Satanic ritual abuse claims. On
the other hand, he does present some evidence of
child abuse in cases such as the McMartin Preschool
case and the Jordan, Minnesota case which should be
taken into consideration by those who think that the
Satanism elements are sufficient to refute the
molestation charges.

Marcel C. LaFollette, Stealing Into Print: Fraud,
Plagiarism, and Misconduct in Scientific
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Publishing, 1992, Berkeley: University of
California Press, 293pp. Another new book on
scientific fraud (see last AS’s review of Robert
Bell’s Impure Science); this one focuses on
publication issues such as plagiarism, questions of
authorship, the review process, etc. One major flaw
is that the LaFollette fails to take her own advice on
page 105: “unresolved issues, like varying
interpretations of data, should be described explicitly
in print.” She heavily criticizes the late Cyril Burt
for fraud in his twin studies (on pp. 54, 57, 125-
126, and 152, among other places), but fails to note
recent reevaluations of the case which put Burt in a
much more favorable light and his critics in a worse
light (e.g., Ronald Fletcher, Science, Ideology, and
the Media: The Cyril Burt Scandal, 1991, New
Brunswick: Transaction; Robert B. Joynson, The
Burt Affair, 1989, London: Routledge). The charge
that Burt invented research assistants, for example
(which LaFollette repeats on p. 152 and in a
footnote on p. 228), appears to be completely
unfounded (see especially Fletcher’'s book).
LaFollette also brings up charges that Archaeopteryx
fossils are forgeries, without mentioning the nature
of the charges (that feathers were stamped on the
fossils; alleged by astronomer Fred Hoyle and
mathematician Chandra Wickramasinghe in a
photography journal). While she does cite a rebuttal
to Hoyle and Wickramasinghe's charges (A. Charig
et al., “Archaeopteryx Is Not a Forgery,” Science
232(May 2, 1986):622-626), she doesn’t mention
the most recently discovered specimen, which also
has feather impressions (P. Wellnhofer, “A New
Specimen of Archaeopteryx,” Science 240(June 24,
1988):1790-1792).

Articles of Note

“Biospherians to have oxygen pumped in again,” Arizona

Daily¥Star (Wednesday, January 13, 1993):1A.
Repogts on the planned Januarg 13 imrod‘gction of
enough pure oxygen to bring thé oxygen level down
to thé%quivalent of a 6,400-fodt elevation: from its
13,400;foot elevation equivalent. - f
Sharon Begley with Mary Heger, “New. S:f{ cks in the
Glass House: The Science Advisers“Resign from
Biosphere 2,” Newsweek 121(March 1, 1993):67.
The entire science advisory committee resigned,
citing as one reason fear of damage to their
reputations for being connected with the project.

Raymond Bonner, “Crying Wolf Over Elephants: How

the International Wildlife Community Got
Stampeded Into Banning Ivory,” The New York
Times Magazine (February 7, 1993):16-19,30,52-
53. Reports on some negative consequences of the
ivory ban for elephants and misinformation
promulgated by groups such as the the African
Wildlife Foundation and the World Wildlife Fund.
While elephant populations have been declining in
Kenya and Tanzania, the populations in many areas
of those countries are still too great—resulting in
elephants destroying the habitat of other animals

such as impala, giraffes, bush babies, and monkeys.
In other countries such as Botswana, Zimbabwe, and
South Africa, elephant populations have been
increasing and are almost double what they were ten
years ago. (See also Julian Simon, “Truth Almost
Extinct in Tales of Imperiled Species,” AS,
March/April 1992.) Letters of reply from Paul
Schindler of the African Wildlife Foundation and
Russell Train and Kathryn Fuller of the World
Wildlife Fund appear in The New York Times
Magazine (February 28, 1993):10,12. A few more
letters appear in the March 7, 1993 issue, p. 12.

Bruce Johnston, “Vatican Sets Evangelical Sights on

Outer Space,” London Daily Telegraph (October 28,
1992):15. Discusses the Vatican’s new telescope, a
joint project with the University of Arizona on Mt.
Graham near Tucson. Fr. George Coyne, head of
the Vatican Observatory (who splits his time
between Rome and the University of Arizona), is
quoted saying that if extraterrestrial life is found,
“the Church would be obliged to address the question
of whether extraterrestrials might be brought within
the fold and baptised.” Coyne is also quoted in the
article as saying that extraterrestrials would have to
be asked “Have you ever experienced something
similar fo Adam and Eve, in other words original
sin?” and “Do you people also know a Jesus who
has redeemed you?”

Jenny Randles, “Keep Watching The Skies!” Fortean

Times #65(October/November 1992):24-26. Gives
some good advice on identifying common UFOs—
lenticular cloud formations, meteors, various
photographic errors—with ten example photographs.

Bob Rickard, “Ghostwatch: Whatever Possessed

Parkinson?” Fortean Times #67(February/March
1993):38-42. Looks at reactions to BBC TV’s
“Ghostwatch” ‘media hoax, a 90-minute fictional
investigation of “the most haunted house in Britain”
which ended with the demonic possession of
Michael Parkinson, a popular talk show host. (The
show also featured a phony live satellite link-up to
“Dr. Sylvester” in New York, portraying a skeptic.)
The BBC received over 20,000 calls asking if the
show was for real, and was apparently responsible
for the suicide of 18-year-old Martin Denham three
days later. Among those commenting negatively on
the BBC’s hoax (p. 42) is CSICOP Executive
Council member Susan Blackmore.

Andy Roberts, “Curiouser and Curiouser,” Fortean

Times #67(February/March 1993):53. A report on
the Linda Napolitano UFO case which, while it
doesn’t mention the Butler, Stefula, and Hansen
report (see article in this AS), states that “I think
this is going to be the case on which abductions as
alien events stand or fall. If (and in my opinion
when) it all falls down, the nonsense that aliens are
abducting human beings can be laid to rest and we
can sort out just what is behind these experiences.”

Carl Sagan, “What's Really Going On?” Parade (March

7, 1993):4-7. CSICOP Fellow Sagan discusses
UFO abductions.
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Kathleen Sharp, “The New Hidden Persuaders,” Self of children being found with their throats slit, being

(March 1993):174-175, 194-195. Reports on
studies of subliminal tapes for behavior
modification—they don’t work. Quotes Skeptical
Inquirer (Spring 1992) author Anthony Pratkanis and
CSICOP Executive Council member Susan
Blackmore.

Brian Siano, “All the Babies You Can Eat,” The

Humanist 53(2, March/April 1993):40-41. The
Humanist’s “Skeptical Eye” columnist responds to
the unsubstantiated stories of ritual human sacrifice
told by the pseudonymous “Elizabeth Rose” in a
recent issue of Ms. magazine.

Paul Sieveking, “Fear and Loathing in France,” Fortean

Times #67(February/March 1993):48. Describes a
child murder hysteria (there is no evidence of any
killings) in Calais, France from late last year, which
nearly led to a lynching of a 19-year-old former drug
addict. It started with a city surveyor taking
photographs outside a school in an area of Calais
with an over 50% unemployment rate. A child
reported to his parents that a man was taking

burned alive, etc.

Peter Smith, “Childhood Terrors” (letter), Fortean Times

#67(February/March 1993):65. Reports that a four-
year-old son of a friend regained consciousness while
undergoing a tonsillectomy and now has trouble
sleeping—he will wake and claim that he is being
chased by ghosts. The letter writer postulates that
this phenomenon—waking during surgery,
surrounded by masked beings—may be responsible
for the imagery reported by UFO abductees and ritual
abuse survivors. FT editor Bob Rickard replies that
a biography of Bram Stoker by Daniel Farson
reports that such a childhood expenence inspired the
writing of the novel Dracula.

“Real Incest and Real Survivors; Readers Respond ** New

York Times Book Re‘zéw*’i(February 14,
1993):3,27. Critical and supportnve‘""«“letters in
response to Carol Tavris’ “Beware the Incest-
Survivor Machine” (January ’hst ifthe’ 1ast AS)
from Judith Lewis Herman, |3 *Lear, Ellen ‘Bass

and Laura Davis, E. Sue Bluqle ‘and others.” Carol

photographs outside the school, which led to rumors Tavris replies on page 27
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