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Wilson cites a wide variety of accounts of
fish falls, eel falls, coin falls, unexplained
aerial explosions, and so on. I decided to
check out some of his references. What I
found was quite interesting.

On page 82, Wilson cites the 10 September
1910 Scientific American as saying that "a
worked stone fell from the sky into the Yaqui
Valley of Mexico. The author, Charles Holder,
and a Major Burnham, examined it and agreed
it had two concentric circles inscribed on it and
some characters that Holder thought were
Mayan. The stone was eight feet long."

The article in question is "The Esperanza
Stone" on page 196 of that issue. The article
begins: "Many years ago a strange stone
resembling a meteorite fell into the valley of the
Yaqui, Mexico, and the sensational story went
from one end to the other of the country that a
stone bearing human inscriptions had
descended to the earth. Hundreds visited the
place, natives made a pilgrimage to it from all
over Sonora, and the stone, called the
Esperanza, became famous in its way, and
many of the inhabitants believe that it is. a
message from heaven, and demand that it be
translated." Later in the article, it becomes
clear that this frrst paragraph is an old legend,
and that the discovery of the stone by Major
Burnham was recent. As Holder states, "The
stone was found by Major Frederick Burnham,
. .. and not long after he invited the writer to
visit it, and endeavor, if possible, to decipher
its story. We left Los Angeles in April ..."
Holder makes no further comment about the
stone having fallen from the sky, and in fact
states that "I assumed the hypothesis that as
there had been a high civilization in the
Yucatan and Guatemala in the past, shown by
the writings and antiquities of the Mayans and
later Mexicans, such a people must have been
dominated by the spirit of exploration to the
north; and as the stone is on a natural line or
march from the south to the north, I assume
that this is a record or report of some ancient
people, probably Mayas, telling to the world
and those who might come after, that they had
reached the big river which to-day bears a
similar name, the Maya and the Yaqui."
Holder concludes that "What it actually does
mean, remains for the scientific men of the
world to decide, but Major Burnham and
myself are committed to the romantic
hypothesis that this is the message of a
forebear of the Mayas, some ancient warrior of

long ago, some knight who fought his way to
the land of the Yaquis, who brought a great
rock down from the mountains and placed
upon it the seal of Mayan conquest."

On page 88, Wilson cites the 23 February
1922 Nature in his claim that "another
unexplained explosion 'of startling intensity'
over London. Again, no conventional
explanation in terms of airplanes crashing or
exploding." Wilson is correct that no
conventional explanation is offered in tenns of
anything relating to airplanes, but wrong that
the explosion is "unexplained." On page 249
of "Our Astronomical Column" in that issue,
under the headline "Detonating Fireball in
Sunshine," is the following report: "Mr. W.F.
Denning writes that this object observed by
him on February 7 at 3.55 p.m. appears to
have been seen by comparatively few
observers, although the loud detonations
which followed itwere heard by large numbers
of people, chiefly in Warwickshire, over
which county the frreball passed. It seems to
have caused the loudest reports near the middle
section of its flight, in the region of Quinton,
Feckenham, Mere Hall, and Droitwich. At
some places there was only one sound heard,
at others two, but all observers agree that the
concussion and vibration were of startling
intensity. The detonations were heard along a
line directed from S.E. to N.W. The radiant
point of the meteor was at 600 -11 0, and the
height from 56 to 32 miles; the length of
luminous flight was 82 miles, and the velocity
about 10 miles Per second. The position of the
object was from over Oxfordshire to
Shropshire."

On page 156, Wilson cites the 21
December 1923 Science·in support of a "fish
fall in Siberia; natives claim it happens
regularly." On page 516 of that issue is a letter
from Waldemar Jochelson under the heading
"Fishes Fallen from the Sky," in response to
(an excellent) article "Rains of Fishes" by
E.W. Gudger, an Associate in Ichthyology at
the American Museum, in the November­
December 1921 issue of Natural History.
Jochelson's letter is not a report of a fish fall at
all. Instead, he states that "The Yukaghir,
Iiving on the Siberian tundra between the
Kolyma and Alaseya rivers, told me that the
sky, regarded by them as a beneficent deity, to
supply men with food flings fishes to the
earth." He goes on to describe that "While
spending the winter of 1909-1910 on Umnak
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Island of the Aleutian Chain I experienced
volcanic shocks several times. . .. In the
morning the shore was covered with a layer of
stunned fish, sea-urchins and shell-fish about
two feet high and two feet wide, but in
neighboring days these were carried to the
neighboring hills and eaten by gulls and
ravens. The presence of shells of echini and
mollusca on the hills may lead some traveler to
the deceptive idea that the hills were formerly
the sea bottom."

On page 195, Wilson cites the December
1932 Popular Science Monthly as describing
"a shower of eels on 4 August that year in
Hendon, Sunderland, England." I was unable
to find any such article in that issue.

On page 209, Wilson cites the 22 April
1949 Science regarding "a fall of fish in
Biloxi, Miss.... Dr. A.D. Bajkov, a well­
known ichthyologist, was in Biloxi that day
and was personally bombarded." On page 402
of that issue, under the heading "Do Fish Fall
from the Sky?" is a letter from A.D. Bajkov of
the Oyster Laboratory, Biloxi, Mississippi.
He does not describe a fish fall in Biloxi, but
rather reports that "a rainfall of fish occurred
on October 23, 1947 in Marksville, Louisiana,
while I was conducting biological
investigations for the Department of Wild Life
and Fisheries. They were freshwater fish
native to local waters... The area in which
they fell was approximately 1,000 feet long
and about 75 or 80 feet wide, extending in a
north-southerly direction, and was covered
unevenly by fish. The actual falling of the fish
occurred in somewhat short intervals, during
foggy and comparatively calm weather. The
velocity of the wind on the ground did not
exceed eight miles per hour. The New Orleans
weather bureau had no report of any large
tornado, or updrift, in the vicinity of
Marksville at that time. However, James
Nelson Gowanlach, chief biologist for the
Louisiana Department of Wild Life and
Fisheries, and I had noted the presence of
numerous small tornadoes, or 'devil dusters'
the day before the 'rain of fish' in Marksville.
Fish rains have nearly always been described
as being accompanied by violent
thunderstorms and heavy rains. This,
however, was not the case in Marksville."
Bajkov goes on to say that "Certainly
occurrences of this nature are rare, and are not
always reported, but nevertheless they are well
known. The first mention of the phenomenon

was made by Athanaseus in his De pluvia
piscium nearly two thousand years ago, and
E.W. Gudger, in his four collective articles,
reports 78 cases of falling fish from the sky.
There is no reason for anyone to devaluate the
scientific evidence. Many people have never
seen tornadoes, but they do not doubt them,
and they accept the fact that the wind can lift
and carry heavy objects. Why can't fish be
lifted with water and carried by the
whirlwind?"

Not all of Wilson's references are so badly
misrepresented. I did find one source which
supported the case he made: The 6 January
1881 issue ofNature, page 233, quotes a letter
from Colonel Foster Ward in the October 1880
Symon's Monthly Meteorological Magazine
about "remarkable hailstones that fell during a
slight thunderstorm at Partenkirchen, Bavaria,
at 6 p.m. on August 21." Most of the
hailstones were described as being "of
'tadpole' shape" and "clear as glass, perfectly
round" with "five knobs ... at equal distance
from one another." Wilson's description of
this article, on page 156, is accurate.

Despite Wilson's abysmal scholarship, I
think the book's message about avoiding
dogmatism is worthwhile. It is also fairly
entertaining reading. One should be wary,
however, of taking seriously any of Wilson's
explanations for the phenomena he describes-­
and this is'quite consistent with the "principle
of agnosticism" Wilson puts forth.

Robert Anton Wilson and the
H.E.A.D. ReVOlution

by Zak Woodruff
Robert Anton Wilson, author, futurist,
philosopher and self-proclaimed public
nuisance, presented a lecture and a seminar at
the First Unitarian Universalist Church on
March 4th and 5th. The lecture ("The
H.E.A.D. Revolution") cost $6, and
admission to the following day's seminar
(appropriately entitled "Everything You Know
is Wrong!") was $25. I decided to attend the
lecture to get a glimpse of what Robert Anton
Wilson is all about.

Actually, it might be more accurate to refer
to Friday night's performance as an
'entertainment.' This is not only because, as
Wilson states, "'lecture' sounds too dull and
academic," but also because the scientific,
clinical content of his speeches is quite low in
comparison to the anecdotes, commentaries
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and witty quips abundant in his orations. The
audience, an extremely varied group of people,
seemed to enjoy the latter content most,
bringing to question Wilson's purpose:
education, entertainment, or just a wann-up for
the next day's seminar? All of the above?

H.E.A.D. stands for Hedonic Engineering
And Development, which, according to one
flyer advertising this event, means "using
YOUR BRAIN for fun and profit. Efficiently,
Ecstatically, Creatively. Contacting the
HIGHER INTELLIGENCE within."
Wilson's main message is that expansion of
our perspectives and views of reality is the key
to ultimate happiness. "We were given these
magnificent computers that can out-perform
anything on the planet that has evolved
electronically so far, and then, just to prove
God has a sense of humor, we weren't given
an instruction manual on how to use them."
Wilson doesn't give an instruction manual
either (at least not during the lecture), but does
give some tips on writing one's own. The
problem is, says Wilson, that though the brain
is versatile, it gets programmed to one static
"reality tunnel" during youth; "Try to make the
world fit into that, and then you wonder why
the world is in a mess?" Therefore one must
work on accepting many approaches to reality:
scientific, non-scientific, theistic, atheistic,
right-wing, left-wing, etc. This philosophy
might be summed up in the statement, "The
only truth is that there are many truths." If this
sounds familiar, it may be because many
philosophers, from Nietzsche to Jacques
Derrida, have expressed similar ideas. Wilson
just happens to have a more entertaining
approach, hence his popularity. (Those unable
to attend the full-day seminar were encouraged
to dig deeper into this philosophy through
Wilson's books.)

A potential problem with Wilson, from the
skeptical perspective at least, is his tendency to
use non-scientific sources to prove points.
UFO messages, reports of personal
clairvoyance, and synchronicities are abundant
in both his fiction and non-fiction books.
Even facts from his scientific sources are
questionable: See Jim Lippard's book review
in this newsletter. Many of Wilson's fans
concede this fact, claiming that he is simply
using his artistic license to get the reader to
explore other possibilities, and if you take him
too seriously, you're in trouble. Case in point:
during the lecture, Wilson was describing the

parapsychological aspects of rabbits. He noted
the synchronicity between the two men in
history that have both seen a UFO and been
attacked by a·killer rabbit: (1) King Arthur (in
Monty Python's The Search/or the Hoiy
Grail) and (2) Jimmy Carter (although the
UFO he saw was actually Venus, he was
attacked by a rabbit in 1979, while fishing in a
canoe.) Clearly in this case Wilson has his
tongue planted frrmly in his cheek. However,
there are other cases in Wilson's works where
this is less obvious. As one disgruntled
audience member asked during the
Question&Answer period, "Mr. Wilson, do
you really believe in half of what you write?"
Wilson's reply: "I'm always kidding, never
serious. Of course, as Bernard Shaw said, I
am most serious when I'm joking. I hope that
clarifies the point." Those searching for
scientific value in Wilson's books are probably
going to come up empty-handed.

Aside from Wilson's central philosophical
message, he had quite a few amusing stories
and opinions in the areas of religion and
politics. One of the frrst things he did during
the lecture was pontify the audience:
"Spectacles, testicles, brandy, cigars! You're
all popes!" Membership in the Discordian
Church gives him the right to do this. Wilson
was also kind enough to let us in on his
opinion of L.Ron Hubbard's "secret of
power," which goes something like this: "You
know how dumb the average guy is?
Everybody knows that, right? Well
mathematically, by defmition, half of them are
even dumber than that" Wilson evoked chants
of "Praise Bob!" from the audience when
telling stories about the SubGenius Church.

As for politics, Wilson did not hesitate to
make his position of apathy known. A few
examples: "After seven years of Reagan, most
people are beginning to think stupidity has its
limitations." ... "I really like this fellow­
Mecham? He looks like White House material
to me."... "I think Jesse Jackson should be
president because you can tell him apart from
the other candidates." Wilson is not bashful
when it comes to poking fun at religion and
politics.

Wilson was pretty quiet about his future
plans, but did indicate the probability of
working on a move--certainly something to
watch for.

Overall, the presentation was enjoyable.
The tendency to wander from subject to subject
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and go on extraneous tangents served to dull
the impact of the lecture's message. But on the
other hand, it offered the opportunity to
experience the very entertaining and insightful
Robert Anton Wilson in raw form.

Editor's Ramblings
I feel that I must apologize for the exceeding
lateness of the past two newsletters. I hope to
do better at getting the next issue out earlier in
the two-month period.

Ted Karren has started a "phone tree" with
names collected from our March meeting. It
will be used to inform members of events that
may be interesting for some of us to know
about, such as lectures, seminars, radio or tv
shows. It was tested during the week of the
18th of April by announcing the appearance in
town of a man who claims to channel dead
artists. If you wish to be informed of timely
events by means of the phone tree, please
contact Ted Karren at 993-2600.

Many of you already know the Skeptical
Inquirer to be an interesting skeptical
publication. You may also be interested in the
Zetetic Scholar, P.O. Box 1052, Ann Arbor,
MI 48106. Subscription price is $15/yr (2
issues). 1987 is a double, numbers 12/13
(over 200pp). #14 is expected out this May.

Everyone is encouraged to contribute to the
newsletter. Large or small contributions are
welcome-a few paragraphs about one of our
meetings or an event that you attended, a book
review, or an article about some topic.

Upcoming Meetings
Our meetings are normally held on a Saturday
near the end of the month. Meetings start at
12:30 p.m. and are held at the Jerry's
restaurant at 1750 N. Scottsdale Rd. in Tempe
(south of McKellips).

April 29. Special meeting time! This is a
Friday night meeting, 7 p.m., at Jerry's.
Meeting will start right away, so you should
plan to eat before or after the meeting. Our
speaker will be James Lowell, speaking about
Mexican cancer clinics. Mr. Lowell has done
much investigation in this area, and on health
fraud in general.

May 21. Normal meeting time and place.
Speaker and topic unknown at press time.
(The 28th is during Memorial Day weekend.)

If you have a suggestion for a meeting
topic or a guest speaker, contact Ted Karren at
our address or 993-2600.
The Phoenix Ske.ptics News is published bimonthly by
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